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...editorial
The temperatures are dropping and Christmas is
now on our minds. It doesn’t take long to forget the
hot summer!
Fortunately the Covid epidemic is also receding
and reading about the events which have taken place
in the last few months we seem to be returning to
‘normal’ at last.
You will notice that we are asking for help with the
Magazine (see page 5) and several other organisations
will welcome your assistance.
We are very fortunate in Melbourn to have so many
helpful clubs and organisations; including TimeBank
to keep us healthy and fit – and they are well used.
Our Schools are doing well with excellent exam
results – Congratulations! We also welcome the new
Headmaster to the College.
The new owners of Melbourn Science Park –
have some interesting ideas for the Science Park in
Cambridge Road and would like your opinion. The
changes will bring a marked difference to the north
side of the village. See below and page 6 for details.
Have a very Happy Christmas and a good New Year!
Front Cover photograph: The River Cam in winter
Photograph by Russ Waldron. See Walks on page 46.

Melbourn Science Park consultation
Bruntwood SciTech, the new owners of Melbourn
Science Park, are hosting a second open door
public consultation on the redevelopment plans
for Melbourn Science Park on Sunday 11 December
at The Hub, 30 High Street, Melbourn, SG8 6DZ.
The consultation will run from 4pm until 7pm.
Members of the public are invited to attend to
find out more information about new plans for the
Park. The consultation is ongoing, so please refer to
https://melbournsciencepark-consultation.co.uk/#
for the latest updates as they evolve. See page 6.
Bruntwood SciTech offer a range of office and
lab space across the UK and are home to over
500 science and technology businesses. A 50:50 joint
venture between Bruntwood and Legal & General,
they create specialist working environments and
provide specialist support services for businesses
to start, scale and innovate. Bruntwood SciTech’s
other science and tech ecosystems are located in
Manchester, Cheshire, Birmingham, Leeds, Liverpool
and Glasgow.
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Melbourn Magazine offers a platform to local
people and organisations to bring news and
articles of interest to residents of the village. It is
produced and distributed entirely by volunteers,
and printing is funded by advertising.
The Magazine is totally independent of, and
receives no funding from, either the Parish or
the District Council. Content is entirely at the
discretion of the Editor.
Contributions for inclusion are welcome from
all residents, clubs and other organisations.
Articles may be edited if necessary to reduce
length or to remove offensive content. We do not
accept political material.
For more information contact
melbournmagazine@gmail.com
melbournmagazine@gmail.com
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PROFESSIONAL ARBORISTS
COVERING CAMBRIDGESHIRE AND
HERTFORDSHIRE
Crown Lifting, Reduction & Thinning
Sectional Felling
Stump Removal
Tree Felling
Site Clearance

hello@shiretrees.co.uk
shiretrees.co.uk
01763 220880

Visit our showroom at
Sage Blinds & Interiors
Phillimore Garden Centre,
Cambridge Road,
Melbourn, SG8 6EY
Tel: 01763 263399
Mobile: 07875 488955
email: sageblinds@icloud.com
www.sageblinds.co.uk
Opening times
Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm
Saturday 9am to 1pm
Specialists in made to measureBlinds ~ Curtains ~ Shutters
Awnings ~ Interiors

Well
connected...
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Postcards

Brochures

Handbooks

Booklets

Stationery

Posters

01223 870266

sales@langhampress.co.uk www.langhampress.co.uk

Magazines

Lithographic & Digital Production

Leaflets

Managing print projects for a wide
range of businesses, educational
establishments, artistic, musical and
charitable organisations.
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Government
rebate scam
There is currently a scam that
involves fake messages or emails
claiming to be from the energy
regulator Ofgem asking people to
apply for the government’s £400
energy rebate. The rebate will
automatically be applied to bills
starting from October, so people
do not need to do anything.
Remember, your bank (or any
other official source) will never
ask you to supply personal
information via email.
If you have received an email
which you’re not quite sure about,
forward it to report@phishing.gov.
uk. Send emails that feel suspicious,
even if you’re not certain they’re
a scam.

Help needed on the magazine!
The magazine team are always keen to welcome new
volunteers. There is an ongoing need for new people
to help deliver the magazines – rounds can be tailored
for size as needed – and at present we especially need
someone to oversee the organisation of distribution.
If you would like to join us, please do get in touch.
We would love to hear from you! email:
melbournmagazine@gmail.com

Melbourn Community Library
Our many regular younger readers will already be aware of our theme
of the month, when we promote books and activities on a particular
topic. For instance, earlier in the year the topic was Bees, so lots of
books were available with a bee theme and there was a visit from a
beekeeper, complete with honey for sale. Keep an eye on the notice
board at the end of the junior section of the library for future themes.
We have a number of books on wellness and wellbeing for all ages.
Also specific books to help those with dementia to enjoy memories
of times past. If there are any particular books you are looking for and
cannot find, ask one of the librarians who are always happy to help.
We will once again be welcoming an author at the Hub in the
Spring. The previous visit was most successful, the two authors gave us
an enjoyable and insightful evening. Watch out for details of the next
one after Christmas.
As you come into the Hub you will have noticed a well-stocked
bookshelf in the lobby. These are books which have been kindly
donated but we already have a copy in stock. We have put them there
for anyone who wishes to pick up one to either read in the Hub or
take away to read at home. The books can either be kept or returned
to the bookshelf.
Jane Stevens
melbournmagazine@gmail.com
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Melbourn Science Park
Public Consultation Event #2

Bruntwood SciTech invites you to our second
consultation event to discuss our
redevelopment proposals for Melbourn
Science Park.
Complimentary tea, coffee and cake will be
available, and our design team will be on-hand
to answer any queries you may have.
We hope to see you there, but if you are unable
to attend and would like to discuss the
proposals, please contact us on:
0800 907 8677
scott@royalpilgrim.com
www.melbournsciencepark-consultation.co.uk

Melbourn Mobile
Warden Scheme
Can we help you?
Can we help a relative?
Can we help a neighbour?
Who does the Scheme help?
The scheme is open to the mobility
impaired in Melbourn, Meldreth and
Shepreth including those who live alone
or with their families, but need the extra
support offered by our services. Couples
too are most welcome.
It is also open to those in sheltered
housing, as the scheme offers different,
but complementary services.
Note: The scheme also offers its services
for short periods to cover the temporary
absence of relatives who otherwise
provide this support.

We offer help with:

Sunday 11th December | 4pm–7pm
The Hub, 30 High Street, Melbourn, SG8 6DZ

• Friendship and support via twice
weekly visits and daily phone calls
• Ordering and collection of
prescriptions
• Basic shopping
• Collection of pensions
• Setting up Lifeline service
• Bereavement support
• Going to the Post Office to pay your
bills
• Just coming round for a chat

What will it cost?
We do have to make a small weekly
charge for the warden’s services.
The fee is only £7.50 per week
(a little more for couples).

Jeannie Seers (Mobile Warden)
07808 735066
email: jeanseers13@gmail.com

Jane Cage (Deputy)
07592 821976
email: janec55@virginmedia.com

Melbourn Warden Scheme
is a registered charity
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Health at The Hub
‘Health at The Hub’ is a ground-breaking initiative,
providing local access to a variety of health and
wellbeing services at Melbourn Hub. Here are some
of the services available to you.

vaccinations. It has been a great collaborative effort
and further dates are being arranged to continue
bringing health and wellbeing services to the
community. Information about future visits will be
published at www.thevaccinators.co.uk as soon as
they are finalised.”

Covid Vaccinations

Primary Care Network Services

Melbourn Hub has played host to a series of walk-in
Covid vaccination clinics for the NHS ‘Vaccinators
on Tour’. The public response to having local access
to Covid vaccines been quite astounding and we
are proud to be the most successful venue on the
vaccinator’s tour! The next walk-in Covid vaccination
clinic for eligible patients, will be on Sunday 11th
December between 10am and 3pm.
Dr Fiona Head, Medical Director at Cambridgeshire
& Peterborough Integrated Care System, said: “The
team at the Melbourn Hub have been a fantastic
support to our Vaccinators on Tour, who are busy
delivering COVID-19 vaccinations to our local
communities. We thank them for everything they
have done to encourage and enable local people to
get their COVID-19 vaccinations closer to home. The
welcome and on-site support we have received on
the four sessions, along with the team promoting
the visits, has allowed us to administer over 1,100

Meridian PCN Personalised Care Team lead Karen
Wharton offers her take on the health and wellbeing
services offered by her team at Melbourn Hub: “The
personalised Care team at Meridian PCN have a
weekly drop-in ‘Health at the Hub’ at the Melbourn
Hub on Monday mornings from 10:00 – 11:30. Patients
from the 6 surgeries in our PCN can come along and
chat with us regarding any concerns they may have.
Whilst we are not clinical staff, we offer more of a
holistic service around ‘what matters to you’ and can
help with advice on weight loss, healthy eating, long
term conditions and mental health services. There is
an abundance of services out there for everyone that
can help, and we can support and signpost patients
to these services. An example of this was we had
someone came to us having just had a diagnosis
and didn’t know which way to turn. We were able to
put them in contact with a few charities and local
services. They were so grateful, as it helped them
to understand their diagnosis and get the help they

Vaccinator team

melbournmagazine@gmail.com
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needed. Sometimes just talking things through with
someone makes a difference. Please come along – we
are here to help and would love to see you.
Meridian PCN along with Melbourn Hub launched
the carers’ café at the Hub. We meet on the first
Thursday of the month 14:00 – 15:30 and it is
facilitated by the PCN Care Coordinators. This is a safe
place for Carers to come along to chat freely and enjoy
a coffee/tea and cake.
In July Meridian PCN launched the Menopause café.
We have sessions at The Hub and online sessions in
the evening for those that can’t attend in the daytime.
They are held around every 6 weeks. These sessions
are facilitated by our health & wellbeing coaches
and are supported by GP Dr Vanessa Lockyer. The
menopause cafe has proved to be very popular, much
wanted and well attended. The last part of the session
Dr Lockyer joins and is there to answer any questions”.
For more information call into one of the Monday
drop-in sessions at Melbourn Hub or email: capccg.
meridiancare@nhs.net

practitioner helps you find ways to lower this risk, with
health advice about lifestyle habits such as smoking,
alcohol consumption, diet, and exercise. The Healthy
You Practitioner will also offer access to other free
services provided by Cambridgeshire County Council,
such as weight loss programmes, stop smoking, falls
prevention, health trainers and more. Health Check
clinics take place on the third Monday of every month”.
Future ‘Healthy You’ sessions at Melbourn Hub will
be on Mondays – 19th December, 16th January, 20th
February and 20th March. Make an appointment by
calling the Healthy You Contact Centre on 0333 005
0093 and requesting the Melbourn Hub Clinic.
For all the latest information and news about
‘Health at The Hub’ and other Hub services and
activities, follow us on Facebook@thehubmelbourn
or see our website www.melbournhub.co.uk

Free Health Checks

Our Cinema nights are as popular as ever and we
have some excellent films lined up for the New Year.
Those of you who enjoyed Fisherman’s Friends will
be pleased to hear that there is a Fisherman’s Friends
Two – One and All. If it is as good as the first one it
will be a fun evening.
Then we have on order: Off The Rails, Ticket to
Paradise, Mrs Harris Goes to Paris and Where the
Crawdads Sing. There is a monthly cinema update
in ‘The Melde’, but if you do not see that, posters
go up every month on the Village Notice Board, and
at Fieldgate, Leech’s, the Building Society and in the
Vet’s surgery.
The price, at the moment, is still £5 per ticket, for
which you can enjoy a good night out with friends
and no hassle getting back home.
Plans are already being made for the Coronation
in May 2023. We shall be showing the event on the
big screen and I am sure we shall get a licence and
organise some sort of party. Look out for news in the
Spring Issue.
The money which we made during the Platinum
Jubilee, together with grants from SCDC and the
Parish Council, are going to pay for a Jubilee Sundial
to be set in the garden. Very much a local affair, the
plinth is being dressed by a stonemason in Ickleton
and a company in Royston has inscribed a plaque
for us.
Going to visit the stonemason reminded me
of the time in 2000 when I went to Ivett & Reed

‘Healthy You’ offer free NHS Health Check clinics at
Melbourn Hub, which are extremely popular with
the local community.
Lesley Godfrey NHS Health Check Coordinator,
Cambridgeshire says: “We offer both a Full NHS
Health Check – aimed at the 40 – 74 years age group,
designed to spot early signs of stroke, kidney disease,
heart disease, Type 2 Diabetes, or dementia. The
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Melbourn Community Hall
The Hall For All and Cinema

in Cambridge to choose the stone to mark the
Meridian Line. (How many newcomers realise that
the Meridian Line runs through the southern end of
the village and is marked by a large stone?) Anyway,
I was wandering round the works and stopped
to speak to a man who was adding a name to an
obviously old tombstone.
I stopped to speak to him. “I suppose you quite
often get the job of adding a wife or husband to an
existing tombstone” I said. “Yes” he replied “but this
one is a bit different, they were twins” and he pointed
to the inscription along the bottom of the stone –
Same womb, same tomb. You couldn’t really make it
up – but I swear it is true!
We continue to host many classes and groups
in the Hall, from Yoga to Knitting, and it is a very
popular venue for parties with disabled facilities, the
well equipped kitchen and easy access. bookings@
communityhallmelbourn.com
For Cinema tickets contact Mavis 260686,
Brenda 200636 or Cyndy 264189
Mavis Howard

Melbourn W.I. – ‘After Eights’
Back in September, the members of the Women’s
Institute spent a happy evening making tree
decorations for the Meldreth Christmas Tree Festival
– some of you may remember the sprouts we made
for our tree last year! This year we made beaded
stars, and after the Festival they will go on sale at
the WI Christmas Stall at Coffee Stop on Saturday
morning 10th December.
We have had a very successful year and we are
delighted to say that our membership has increased.
Our meetings have been interesting and varied and
at the moment we are planning our programme for
2023. In between the monthly evening meetings we
have an informal coffee meeting – at the request
of our members it is not always held on the same
day each month but on different days of the week
throughout the year; that gives everyone a chance
to join in. I am writing this just after 14 of us met at
Dobbie’s Garden Centre for coffee and cake, but we
have also visited Bury Lane, Jamaica Blue and Hot
Numbers. We go anywhere there is cake!
Our regular monthly meetings take place at 8
p.m. on the fourth Wednesday of the month in the
Community Hall in the centre of the village and we
can arrange for lifts to and from the meetings if you
are nervous about being out at night. If you would
like more information, please do get in touch with

our President, Gail McPhee at melbournwi@gmail.
com and she will tell you what is happening. We are
a very friendly group with a wide range of ages and
interests – come and give us a try.
Mavis Howard

Home-Start
Home-Start Royston, Buntingford & South
Cambridgeshire are extremely excited to announce
that in 2023 the charity will have its 40th birthday!!
That means that Home-Start have been supporting
families in our local community for an incredible
40 years!
We consider that to be a significant achievement,
especially considering the funding challenges faced
along the way, alongside all the other changes we
have worked through. Over the last 40 years we
have seen hundreds of different faces in the roles of
staff, volunteers, trustees and supporters, supporting
hundreds of different parents and children.
The continuity amongst all these faces is the
unwavering commitment and dedication to the
important work that Home-Start does with local
families. We couldn’t have done it without these
incredible people sharing our journey. We are already
planning some interesting ways to mark our 40th
Birthday; look out for our 40th themed events and
our 40th blog thread amongst other things, but we
are calling out for anyone with a history attached to
our charity to get in touch.
Did you have Home-Start support for your family
sometime over the last 40 years? Were you a trustee
or perhaps you were a home-visiting or family group
volunteer? If you have a story about Home-Start
Royston, Buntingford & South Cambridgeshire to
share, we would love to hear from you!! Or, maybe
you could help us mark our special birthday by
getting involved with our fund-raising? Are you a
business that could make us your charity of the year
for 2023?
Could you get together with some work colleagues
or friends and take on a 40th themed sponsored
challenge? Could you donate £40 in 2023 – £1 to
mark each year of our existence. The ideas list is
endless and if you would like to share ideas about
how to get involved then we would LOVE to
hear from you. And if not, then watch this space
for details about how we plan to celebrate and
how you can be a part of our special plans! Please
get in touch by calling us on 01763 262262 or
email admin@hsrsc.org.uk
melbournmagazine@gmail.com

9

Give a little time
Become a Home-Start Trustee
and empower families with us!

Foxton
illuminates
for Christmas
Sunday 4 Dec / 15:30 – 19:00
Tour Christmas windows
Programmes available in the Foxton Village Hall.
Finest cakes, snacks, mulled wine at the Windows Café
Christmas Market
Foxton Singers perform a selection of Christmas songs
Lighting the Christmas Tree!
All proceeds shared between Foxton Primary School,
Foxton Preschool and St Laurence Church.
foxtonwindows@gmail.com
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Due to the continued growth of our charity
following the Pandemic, we are currently looking for
the right person(s) to join our fun team as a Trustee
in the following areas; Chairperson, Treasurer and
General Trustee.
Full details of the Trustee Job roles can be found
on our website at www.hsrsc.org.uk/home-starttrustee-role.
Our Trustees play a vital role in making sure that
Home-Start achieves its core purpose. They oversee
the overall management and administration of the
charity. They also ensure that Home-Start has a
clear strategy and that our work and goals are in line
with our vision.
Board members have a collective responsibility.
This means that trustees always act as a group and
not as individuals.
Our vision is to see a society where every local
parent has the support they need to give their
children the best possible start in life. We see what a
difference we make in empowering families who are
facing tough challenges such as mental or physical
illness, loneliness and isolation or bereavement. Our
charity has been doing so successfully for 40 years
in 2023.
Right now, it is a difficult and challenging time for
so many families, and the Trustee role is key to the
success of the scheme in supporting local families.
We provide an early intervention, volunteerled Home Visiting Service, and specialised Family
Support Groups in Royston and Buntingford. We
also run a School-Readiness Programme, helping
families prepare their children for school.
Our Trustees regularly review the most important
issues such as finance, health and safety and the
provision of an excellent service to the community.
Being a Trustee, sharing key decision-making for a
cause you believe in, is very rewarding and gives
wonderful opportunities to get involved in every
aspect of managing an organisation.
We are looking for enthusiastic people, with an
understanding of how challenging being a parent
can be, to join our Trustee Board.
If you are keen to offer your perspective and
insight and gain new skills and knowledge, we’d love
to hear from you.
We offer a thorough Induction Programme to

help you settle in and learn how you can quickly
add value, and we will meet reasonable expenses.
We have five Board meetings a year during the
daytime, and at least one ‘Trustees’ Away Day’ to
agree our future strategy.
If you would like to find out more about the
role and the impact of our work, please check
our website: www.hsrsc.org.uk; alternatively, if you
want to know more about what is involved before
making an application, please call us on 01763 262
262 or email admin@hsrsc.org.uk (with ‘Trustee
Role Enquiry’ in the subject line) and a member
of the team will get back to you.
“We’re there for parents when they need us the
most, because childhood can’t wait.”

Becoming a Trustee of Home-Start
“When I retired after a long career in the Civil
Service, I felt I had skills that would benefit other
organisations and I wanted to still feel useful and
challenged. I saw the advert to become a trustee
for Home-Start Royston, Buntingford & South
Cambridgeshire. I knew about the great work
Home-Start did from a friend who had received
their help when her children were little. I contacted
the Chair of the Board for an informal chat about
the role and what it entailed.
I wanted a role that was different from my
former work life but would still use the skills I had
developed. I also liked the idea of a locally based
charity and as Home-Start Royston, Buntingford &
South Cambridgeshire is based in Meldreth, that
was perfect as it was only a few minutes from my
home. After meeting with the Chair and applying
formally for the post of Trustee, I was accepted.
That was 18 months ago, and I have really
enjoyed being part of the Home-Start team. The
staff and volunteers work very hard, but it is
rewarding knowing we are helping local families in
our community. I have been mainly involved in the
fund-raising side of the charity, and have helped at
many entertaining events, the highlight being our
Strictly for Charity event at the Cambridge Vale
Hotel in May 2022. I have met so many interesting
and talented new people through my work. I would
recommend becoming a trustee, as by giving up a
little of your time, you can get a lot of enjoyment
and help a local charity at the same time.
There are lots of different areas you can specialise
in within the Trustee role, but if being a Trustee is
not for you, there are lots of other ways you could
help your local Home-Start. You can train as a

Melbourn
Child and Family Zone
Welcome to our Child and Family Centres. We aim to
make sure families have access to the services, support
and information they need in a welcoming place.
There is a small charge for our groups but please let us
know if payment may be difficult.
Email:
ChildAndFamilyCentre.South@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
Facebook: search for
South Cambridgeshire Child and Family Centres
Whats On @ Melbourn Child and Family Zone
Stay and Play
Stay and play session for children from around
10 months or walking. To book, please email
or message us on Facebook.
Mondays 10.00 to 11.30am
Thursdays 10.00 to 11.30am
Young Parents Group (for parents aged 25 and under)
Play session designed for younger parents with children
aged 0 to 5 years. To book, please email or message us
on Facebook.
Wednesdays 1.00 to 2.30pm
Baby Group (for parents of pre-mobile babies)
Meet other parents and access support and advice
from the Child and Family Centre team.
Booking essential, please email
or message us on Facebook.
Thursdays 1.00 to 2.30pm
Melbourn Child and Family Zone, Mortlock Street,
Melbourn, SG8 6DB
(adjacent to Melbourn Primary School)

melbournmagazine@gmail.com
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volunteer to work with our families, or help us at
some of our local varied and entertaining fundraising events.
If you would like further information or a chat
about the role of a Home-Start trustee, please give
us a call on 01763 262262 or email us on admin@
hsrsc.org.uk. To find out more about the work of our
charity, please see our website www.hsrsc.org.uk”
Julie Mitchinson
Trustee Home-Start Royston, Buntingford
& South Cambridgeshire

The
Letting Centre
(Cambridge) Ltd
Setting Standards in Property Management

Moorlands Court
Another summer has flown by and here we are again
with the dark nights and chilly temperatures ahead
of us. It’s hard to believe we are fast approaching
another Festive season and all that entails. The
summer was amazing, with those extremely hot
temperatures – now a distant memory. How glorious
it was to see the garden at Moorlands Court used to
its full potential during those long balmy evenings
after the lovely hot summer days.
As we started October, flu jabs and Covid boosters
were the priority. The majority of our tenants and
staff have been vaccinated, allowing us all to stay as
well and protected as we can in what is expected to
be a very difficult winter.

Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II
In September, as the entire country and indeed
the world came to a standstill following the
announcement that Her Majesty had passed away,
Moorlands Court also stopped and took time to
process the news. It was a time of deep reflection
and admiration for the work our Queen had done
for the country.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR
SOMETHING SPECIAL –
A LETTING AGENT WHO CAN OFFER:
expert property advice on the local market
and legal compliance
friendly, approachable team of dedicated
property professionals
personal service based on traditional values
tips on how to maximise your investment
first class industry-recognised customer service
– British Property Awards gold winner
integrity in everything we do – no commission
charged on contractor costs
High Street location with easy parking and
eye-catching window display to showcase
your property.

Call Angie Rixon, business owner,
to discuss your property rental needs.
The Letting Centre (Cambridge) Ltd,
107 High Street, Melbourn, Nr Royston,
Cambridgeshire. SG8 6HH.
enquiries@letting-centre.co.uk
www.letting-centre.co.uk
Registered in England No. 4472384
VAT No. 700035112

12

www.melbourncambridge.co.uk

The news was on the TV constantly, which
allowed anyone who wanted to follow the news
as it happened to do so, and enabled any tenants
wishing to come into the communal area and chat
about the situation to do so with their neighbours
and staff. We all watched the incredibly moving
funeral procession in silence. It was poignant and
very emotional, but a moment in history we will
remember for a very long time.

Entertainment
As the summer faded, our new programme of
entertainment began. We started off with a return
visit from the ever-popular Mickey Fordola. His
swing inspired show is always very well received
and this time was no exception. The audience
thoroughly enjoyed the afternoon and a glass of
sherry topped it off perfectly.

They proved to be a massive success and the
communal area was full. Tenants, their families and
staff couldn’t resist those beautiful ponies. After all,
who wouldn’t want to spend an afternoon fussing a
little woolly-haired pony.
Some of our tenants were unable to make it
downstairs to meet the ponies so Anna hopped in
the lift with Honeybee and took her up to them!! It
was one of the most amazing afternoons we have
had here and the tenants’ faces said it all. I hope
Anna and her ponies will return to Moorlands to
visit us again soon.

Donation
In the early Autumn, we took a phone call from
the Community Champion from Tesco in Royston.
They had a stock of flowers which they wanted to
donate to a local care scheme. I had the job of going
to collect them, and to my utter amazement they

In the early part of October, a new form of
entertainment was on the agenda. We welcomed
Anna, The Pony Liaison Officer and her beautifully
mannered ponies, Thimble and Honeybee,
from London and Cambridge Pony Parties to
Moorlands Court.

wheeled out a huge cage filled to the brim with
the most amazing bouquets. I hurriedly put the
seats down in my car, as it was now quite obvious
my initial thoughts of collecting a few bunches was
completely wrong and this huge haul wouldn’t fit
melbournmagazine@gmail.com
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I.T.A.V— It takes a village
Pilan Ramiah: 07815 764606
Steph Trayhurn: 07710 198299
The Moor Melbourn

14

www.melbourncambridge.co.uk

in my small hatchback without making extra space.
Our communal area was decorated with vases
of flowers and each tenant had a bouquet taken
to their flat. There was enough for each member
of staff to take some home too. Thank you, Tesco,
your donation was much appreciated and put lots
of smiles on lots of faces.
If you or a family member are looking for support
with care needs, we may be able to help. Our services
range from Meals on Wheels, to cleaning, personal
care and even a sitting service. At Moorlands Court
itself properties occasionally become available for
assisted living. We will be more than happy to talk
over your needs in more detail, so please give us
a call and we can discuss what services we might
be able to help with, either in the community or
at Moorlands Court. Please call 01763 260564 or
alternatively e-mail Denise.taylor@chsgroup.org.uk
Carol Bailey

Melbourn Springs
Shetland pony surprise! Residents at local care home
are visited by Charlie the pony.
Melbourn Springs care home, in Melbourn was
full of animal adoration on Wednesday the 2nd
November when a Shetland pony called Charlie
came to visit the home. Shetland ponies are generally
gentle, good tempered and intelligent by nature and
Charlie certainly lived up to that reputation.
Residents at Melbourn Springs were pleasantly
surprised to see lovely their new furry friend roaming
around their home as Pixie and Pickles Therapy
Ponies paid a visit.

University of the Third Age
It might sound like a university, however the u3a
(University of the Third Age) is anything but. It’s an
international organisation with nearly half a million
members in the UK alone. There are a number
of local branches and one of the most successful,
Melbourn and District, has around 400 members
drawn from all over South Cambridgeshire and
North Herts in an amazing 30-plus interest groups.
The newly elected chair at Melbourn, Andrea
Burton, explained: “We meet to share knowledge and
expertise in a huge range of subjects and activities.
Members gather regularly in private homes or small
halls to pursue their subject in whichever way they
choose. Our branch covers subjects ranging from Art
to Yoga, short walks to aviation history.
Once a month we have a Speaker’s meeting for
everyone. These are held on the third Wednesday of
the month at the Eternit Social Club. The next date is
16th November at 2.30pm and the subject will be The
History of Jewellery.”
The UK u3a movement (based loosely on the
French model) aims to encourage groups of people
no longer in full-time work to come together and
continue their enjoyment of learning subjects of
interest to them. There is no minimum age, but
the focus is on people who are no longer in fulltime employment or raising a family. Membership
for the Melbourn group is only £13 per year. For
more information, visit the website, melbu3a.org. or
email chair@melbu3a.org.

General Manager Maria Anghelide said: “Our
residents have really enjoyed their unusual visitor
today. We knew that having the Pony here would be a
bit of fun for all our residents, especially as some find
it difficult to go on many outings in our minibus. We
are always looking for new activities for the residents
and today we have seen the seen the enjoyment and
the therapeutic influence animals can have on people.”
All of the residents were very excited by the visit
one commenting: “As a younger man I used to own
and ride horses a lot therefore today was very enjoyable
and it was wonderful that he came to visit us.”
Melbourn Springs care home is run by Barchester
melbournmagazine@gmail.com
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Changing attitudes by education

www.RoADARC.org.uk
When should I / my parents give up driving?

• This

is sometimes a contentious issue as someone
has to give up some of their independence, but the
following questions may help. If you get 1 or 2 answers
“wrong” then please take care, but if there are a lot then
please consider talking to your family or RoADARC.

Questions where the answer should be ‘Yes’

• Can I pass the eyesight test? – You MUST be able to
•
•
•
•

•
•

read a vehicle number plate from 20 metres in daylight
and you MUST wear your glasses/contacts if you need
them to do it.
Is my peripheral vision ok? Glaucoma, Cataracts, Stroke
and others can cause “tunnel vision”, literally the person
can see directly ahead but has no vision to the sides
without turning their head.
Am I aware of everything going on around me?
Do my friends come with me willingly? Do my children
let me drive my grandchildren on my own? If other
people are not willing to be in the car with you it may
be because you frighten them with your driving.
Can I easily move between all of the pedals? Arthritis
and damaged hips can cause pain at a crucial
moment increasing the time it takes you to get
from the accelerator to the brake increasing your
stopping distance.
Do I enjoy driving?
Do I feel safe?

Questions where the answer should be “No”

• Do I get lost often, even on local journeys?
• Do I get tooted often?
• Do I have a lot of minor accidents in my car?
• Do I avoid certain roads or times of day?
• Do vehicles in a 30 limit always drive slowly and then

overtake me in a 60 limit? Some people start to drive
at a ‘comfortable’ speed which is generally around
35–40mph.

Visit our website at www.roadarc.org.uk for further
details or contact us by email at info@roadarc.org.uk
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Healthcare, one of the UK’s largest care providers,
which is committed to delivering personalised care
across its care homes and hospitals. Melbourn
Springs provides residential care, and dementia care
for 75 residents from respite care to long term stays.

Melbourn Parish Council
Clerk’s Report
It has been a very busy summer in the parish office
and I am delighted to report on completion of a very
successful project.

The Moor play park refurbishment
After many working party meetings, an incredibly
successful public consultation with over 160
comments/suggestions received and follow up
discussions to finalise the design, the refurbishment
of the Moor Play Park is complete.
Work began on 20 September with the removal
of the old equipment and the preparation of the
site. Noel and the team from HAGS quickly got to
work installing the new equipment and re-shaping
to mound to include a tunnel.
The old zip-wire has been replaced and swings

have been updated to ensure that they are accessible
for all. The viper swing and trampoline are just a few
of the new additions to the park.
The installation of the show-stopping central
climbing frame brings the park together. The
climbing tower with adjoining net can be enjoyed
by a range of ages and abilities. This is the first time
this style of multi-play unit has been used by HAGS,
and consequently, in future, the piece of equipment
will be known as The Moor!
The official opening took place on 5 November,
once snagging and a final safety inspection have
been carried out. Please look out for details of the
opening event.
Thanks to HAGS for all their hard work with the
design and installation of the park. A big thank you to
everyone who participated in the public consultation.
We hope that young people and their families will
enjoy using the new play park.
Plans are also underway to improve the entrance
to the play park from the Moor to make it more
accessible for users.

Stockbridge Meadows
Regular visitors to the Stockbridge Meadows Nature
Reserve will know that the boardwalk originally
installed to give access to the River Mel has been
closed for several years, as the structure had become
unsafe. Work on a replacement has been going well.
The new structure is made from recycled plastic and
will not only look good but will also have a very long
lifespan, to be enjoyed by visitors for many, many years
to come. More news on this project in the next issue of
the Melbourn Magazine.
If you haven’t yet explored the Stockbridge
melbournmagazine@gmail.com
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NHS Hearing Aid
Maintenance Centre
We clean, re-tube and supply batteries
for NHS hearing aids
We do not provide hearing aids
or hearing tests
MELBOURN
Vicarage Close Community Room, SG8 6DY
(please use FREE public car park on High Street)
2023
This is a drop-off and wait service
by appointment only.
To book an appointment please
use our online service at
www.cambridgeshirehearinghelp.org.uk
or phone the office 01223 416141
or Text: 07852 699196.

Open 4th Thursday of
every month 2pm–4pm
26th January
27th July
23rd February
24th August
23rd March
28th September
27th April
26th October
25th May
23rd November
22nd June
NO SESSION December
Supported by NHS Audiology and
Cambridgeshire County Council

Batteries
If you require batteries only, you can now
collect them from any one of our Hearing
Aid Maintenance Centres, without the need
to make an appointment. Please drop in
during our HAM Centre opening hours
and we will issue them to you.
For cleaning/retubing, please make
an appointment.
You can also pick-up batteries from
the Cambridgeshire Mobile Library
which visits 85 villages and communities
throughout the county.
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Timebank Events
Melbourn Timebank invites you to join all and
any of the events and activities on offer.
Get involved and help each other in our community!
You could offer a lift, mow a lawn,
befriend a neighbour or even crochet a Dementia
Forget-Me-Not… the ways to help are endless.
Date
Tuesday

Event
Dog Café

Details
10.00-12.00 @ The
Dolphin (all welcome
with or without a dog)

Wednesday

Wellbeing
Walk

10.30 from the
Melbourn Hub

Thursday

Coffee
Morning

10.00–12.00
@ The Dolphin

Other interest groups and events
supported by Timebank:
» Memory Café (Community support for
Dementia): once per month Saturdays
14.00-16.00 @ Meldreth Village Hall
» ITAV (Parent support group): Wednesdays
17.30 @ the Pavillion
» Arts & Crafts: Twice per month on
Tuesdays 13.30 @ The Hub
» Games Night: Once per month Mondays
19.00 – 21.00 @ The Black Horse
» Seed/Produce Group: Online
For more information about these events to
confirm dates and venues or about how to join
Melbourn Timebank please contact Stephanie
Trayhurn: 07483 176929 or
email timebank@melbournpc.co.uk
http://tol2.timebanking.org/melbourn/
https://www.facebook.com/melbourntimebank/

Meadows Nature Reserve it is a really beautiful,
peaceful spot in the heart of the village with car
parking available. Well worth a visit!

Securing open space for the future
Typically, when a new development is completed,
the open spaces are transferred to the Parish
Council for local residents to enjoy. Historically, the
small recreation area on Greengage Rise was not
transferred but I am very pleased to report that the
Parish Council has negotiated with the developer to
buy this piece of land which will be maintained as
open space for the future.

Skate Park
A new working party made up of councillors and
members of the public is exploring the possibility
of installing a new skate park in the village. The
working party is looking at suitable locations, designs
and sources of funding. An online survey has been
launched see below.

Skate Park: Public Consultation
The Parish Council is considering installing
a new skate park in the village
It’s really easy to have your
say via our online survey …
1 Scan the QR code below
2 Click on the link
3 Fill in the Google form

You can also find this survey on:
www.facebook.com MelbournVillage/
Via the link https://tinyurl com/2s3vky8h
Or contact parishclerk@melbournpc.co.uk

Vacancies
There are currently 4 vacancies for councillors on the
Parish Council. Please contact me if you would like
more information on this very rewarding role.
Claire Littlewood, Parish Clerk
melbournmagazine@gmail.com
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YOUR STORY
DESIGN

Capture the unique facets of your
story with a piece of one-off
bespoke jewellery

www.hkjewellery.co.uk
Hertfordshire Jewellery Centre
+44 (0)1462 790 565
hertfordshire@hkjewellery.co.uk
North Barn, Fairclough Hall Farm,
Halls Green, Herts, SG4 7DP
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Cambridge Studio & Shop
+44 (0)1223 461 333
cambridge@hkjewellery.co.uk
6/7 Green Street, Cambridge,
Cambridgeshire, CB2 3JU

www.melbourncambridge.co.uk

London Studio & Shop
+44 (0) 208 154 9500
primrosehill@hkjewellery.co.uk
69 Regent’s Park Road,
Primrose Hill, London, NW1 8UY

Nature

Melwood: Your Local Nature
Reserve

Melwood Survives the
Drought
Although this is now a distant memory, the high
temperatures of early summer and the very dry period
since the spring, with the East of England designated
a drought area, affected wildlife and gardens. The soil
on my allotment is still very dry a spade down. Apart
from soft fruit and corn it has been a disappointing
year with potatoes and root crops particularly poor.
This has affected Melwood and it has been
the herbaceous plants that have taken a real hit.
Thankfully the recent tree plantings in Melwood
all seem to be healthy, even before the stimulus
of autumn rain. As a precaution, the Conservation
Group held a watering session in early August. Water
was taken from the River Mel in a large bucket and
used to fill watering cans which were taken to all the
small trees and bushes planted by the group in recent
years. 1–3 cans (5–15 litres) was carefully watered
around the roots of each tree, according to size, and
this seemed about right to ensure survival until the
rain came. Eight members of the group managed the
task in a bit over an hour.
I was involved in a similar exercise for 200 newly
planted trees at Logan’s Meadow Nature Reserve
in Cambridge.
The drought provided an opportunity to assess
the plant species that are tolerant of dry conditions
and we will take this into account in future plantings
as forecasters are predicting that similar dry periods
will occur in the future.
Within the wood Dusky Cranesbill flowered early
and managed to set seed. With a swollen base that
stores some water, this species had little trouble in
surviving. Nettle-leaved Bellflower also survived well
by virtue of tuberous roots, but being a late flowerer,
the blooms were hit by the August heat wave and
died without setting seed. Iris are also suited to
survival in hot dry conditions.
Lawns on Rose Lane became brown with hardly

a green blade of grass to be seen. However, on the
corner grass patch a number of short stems of
Ragwort appeared and were soon flowering, to the
delight of bees and butterflies alike. Dandelions and
their relatives have also done well (requiring frequent
weeding) and flowered successfully. They have quite
long tap-roots but I doubt they could have found any
moist soil even 2 feet down by mid-August. Bladder
Campion, on the other hand, has roots so deep and
thick that survival was not a surprise. Blue Fleabane
is apparently drought-hardy, appearing unexpectedly
in a garden in Meldreth. All this provides clues as to
species worth trying in dry, sunny grassland.
The mature Elder bushes in Melwood did not fare
too well and to save these, it may be necessary to
coppice them. It seems the roots cannot support
large growth in very hot, dry conditions, but short
re-growth is less demanding, as demonstrated by the
bushes we coppiced in the spring. A few mature Ash
trees are looking very poorly as a result of Ash dieback disease and it may be necessary to fell these.
The dilemma is whether to fell them when they die
or leave them standing for the benefit of birds and
insects. Felling will provide space for re-planting
much sooner and may protect those trees that are
still healthy.
In the main body of the wood, species such as
Dog’s Mercury and Herb Robert were flattened but
retained enough green to recover with a bit of rain.
Cleavers completed growth and then dried up once
seed was set, as also did the Hedge Parsley. This
makes it easier to cut and clear these species but lots
of seed will be left for next year and their smothering
habits will continue. Nettles were unaffected by the
heat and drought and will continue to be a problem
that will need controlling in some parts of the wood.
In open sunny areas, they are the food plants for
caterpillars of butterflies such as Peacock and Small
Tortoiseshell but they are hardly ever used when in
the shade.
As the days get cooler and shorter, a brisk walk to
Melwood is recommended to see what autumn has
to offer!
Bruce Huett from Jim Reid’s article in Meldreth Matters.
Melwood Conservation Group
If you are interested in joining the conservation work,
please contact: Bruce Huett 01763 232855 or via the
website: www.Melwood.org.uk
melbournmagazine@gmail.com
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Travelogue
Exploring the ancient Mayan empire
Tikal

Above: The Pyramid of The Sun and Avenue of The Dead, Teotihuacan

In the 1990s I flew from the luxurious Mexican
resort of Cancun, with bars, hotels and discos, to this
impoverished site in Guatemala. The contrast reminded
me of my 1960s flight from Miami to the Yucatan to visit
other Mayan sites. The hotel was small, primitive and
surrounded by deep rainforest jungle, like my visit in the
1960s to Palenque. At least, I thought, I’ll get some good
Guatemalan coffee. Imagine my disappointment when I
was given a large Nescafe tin to spoon my instant coffee
into the cup.
The ruins were spectacular, however. We got up
before dawn and walked up to the hills overlooking the
site. Below us was a sea of white mist. Gradually, as dawn
broke, the mist began to clear and the tips of the Mayan
structures began to appear. Quite magical!
We descended to the UN world heritage site to view
the city. The earliest buildings date back to the fourth
century BCE, but the main construction period was
from 200 to 900 CE.
The modern name (1840s) probably derives from
ti ak’al. Depending on the dialect this could be “at the
waterhole” or “the place of the voices”. The inscriptions
on the site, though, refer to it as Yax Mutal or Mutul. The
meaning of Mutal is unclear but it refers to the region,
and Yax, meaning first, was possibly added to make it
clear that it was earlier than another competing Mayan
kingdom, also using the Mutal sign, at modern Dos Pilas.
It is one of the largest Pre-Columbian Mayan urban
sites. As the Mayans moved up the coast they conquered
the “kingdoms” that existed there, in this case converting

a captured capital into
Tikal. This became the
administrative and
political hub for the
region, controlling the
area by military force
and dominating the
economy, although
there were constant
threats from competing Mayan states. It
was finally conquered
by the Teotihuacan
Mayans in the 4th
The Yax Mutal or Mutul
century CE, when
the site was largely destroyed. After this the site was
gradually abandoned.
It was “rediscovered” by European explorers in the
early 19th century, led there by local guides, although a
Spanish friar may have described it in 1696. Archaeologists
began serious excavation and recording in the 1880s.
The city was able to dominate the area largely because
of its favourable positioning. It lies in fertile uplands and
was probably a key hub on the trade and travel routes
through this part of the Mayan Empire.
Ensuring adequate food for the citizens was difficult,
however, with unpredictable rains causing long periods
of drought which severely affected food production.
There are few rivers in the area, as most of the heavy
rainfall drains underground, so water was collected in
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reservoirs. There is evidence of 10 in the city. These
reservoirs were built from the pits where the building
limestone had been extracted and the base plastered to
waterproof them.
The core covered over 6 square miles, with
a surrounding residential area giving a total area of
about 23 square miles, with a population possibly
up to 90,000 at the maximum. As the area was quite
swampy the buildings were on the higher ground,
connected by raised causeways constructed of packed
and plastered limestone.
It was surrounded by a complex set of earthworks,
consisting in places of a 20ft wide trench behind a
rampart. They were probably mainly defensive but there
are also links to the canal system.
The buildings were of durable limestone so have
survived reasonably well. There are temples (the
highest 230ft), palaces, smaller pyramids, residences,
administrative buildings and ceremonial platforms.
There is possibly a “jail”; a building that had wooden bars
across the windows and doors.
Superstructures on late temples may have had corbel
vaulting and there are stucco paintings, including human
figures, using red, black, yellow and pink pigments. Later
murals are in the Pacific Coast Izapan style. Roof combs,
decorated with depictions of gods or rulers, topped
the pyramids.
Rich burials appeared in the 1st century CE, and the
North Acropolis developed into a funerary complex
for the rulers, with each additional royal burial adding
new temples on top of the older structures. At this time
Tikal underwent a political and cultural florescence as its
northern neighbours declined.
In one tomb, there were carved human and animal
bones, rubbed with vermilion, showing gods and
humans, jade and shell jewellery and pottery with
evidence of food and drink offerings.
There are seven ball courts, 3 together in one plaza,
which is unusual.
The site core seen from the south, with Temple I at the centre, the North
Acropolis to the left and Central Acropolis to the right

Map of the Maya area within the Mesoamerican region. Both Tikal
and Calakmul lie near the centre of the area

At its height, it had about 3,000 structures and ones of
particular note are:
• The Central Acropolis; probably the main palace for
the city’s rulers;
• The North Acropolis;
• The Mundo Perdido; “lost world” pyramid temple;
• The 150-foot-high pyramid Temple of the Great
Jaguar (Ah Cacao) which also contains burials;
• The Great Plaza which was the main square of the
city. The plazas were covered with stucco and built
at a slight incline so that the rainfall was directed
into canals that led to the reservoirs;
• Plaza of the seven temples (pyramids):
• There are nine twin pyramid complexes, which are
quite unusual.
Temple IV is the largest pyramid built in the
Maya region in the 8th century and the tallest preColumbian structure.
Inscriptions give details of 33 rulers from about 90
CE, some with exotic names like Foliated Jaguar or Curl
Snout. They may have all been members of the same
dynasty. There were probably two queens. The first was
Unen Bahlam around 317 CE then Kaloomte’ Bahlam,
called Lady of Tikal, who reigned, initially with assistance,
from 511 CE (when she was 6) to about 527 CE.
In the neighbouring national park there are examples
of gigantic kapok (Ceiba pentandra) trees which were
the sacred tree of the Mayas well as a wide variety of
other flora and fauna.
It has featured in the movies Star Wars and Moonraker.
This site left a lasting impression of a culturally vibrant
civilisation dominating the area for centuries.
Bruce Huett
All images Creative Commons License.
melbournmagazine@gmail.com
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PRIMARY SCHOOL

LITTLE HANDS

MVC
EDUCATION

Little Hands
Karen

260964

Melbourn Playgroup
Claire Armstrong and Jennie Riggs
223459
07842 151512
Notre Ecole
Janet Whitton

261231

Primary School
Headteacher Stephanie Wilcox

223457

U3A (Univ. of Third Age)
Chairman Tony Garrick
01223 510201
Village College
Headteacher Christopher Bennet 223400

U3A

PLAY SCHOOL
NOTRE ECOLE
PLAYGROUP

Education

VILLAGE
COLLEGE

Melbourn Playgroup and
Out of School Club
During the summer holidays, we have been very busy improving our
outside space. The soft surface (wet pour) was laid over the holidays; we
have already noticed having the space has made such a difference to how
we plan and set up this space for the children so we are really pleased
with it.
When Covid restrictions were put in place, we had to change how
playgroup worked. We moved from free flowing between rooms to
working instead as two separate rooms, with different aged children in each.
After doing this for a short while, we quickly saw the benefits of this way of
working for the children but with one problem: the room for the younger
children had no direct access outside. Although we have made this work,
it did limit how much the children could go outside and we have always
wanted to address this.
It was over two years ago, that we had the idea of putting an outside
door into the Rainbow room which would solve this problem. At this point,
we did not know if it was feasible structurally, how it would work or even
if the council would allow us to do it. After two long years of structural
surveys, consultations with the council, talking to builders and
overcoming a number of barriers, it was with great delight that
we saw the door finally installed over the summer holidays.
We are so pleased that it has finally happened and that now
we can have free-flow inside and out in both our rooms,
which will have a huge benefit for all our children.
We are going to spend the next few months developing
this area, but already the children have enjoyed digging and
building sandcastles, building towers and knocking them
down in the garden. They have been moving around in
different ways and hopping in hoops! Having the garden and
being able to free-flow has enriched their play and encouraged
their role-play as they explored the outside house and kitchen.
If you are interested in a place at playgroup or MOOS for
your child, please email: office@melbournplaygroup.org.uk
continued on page 26
melbournmagazine@gmail.com
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News from Melbourn
Primary School
At the primary school we have a vision for all of
our children which is to:
• Broaden the horizons of our children
and show them that the world is theirs
to explore.
• Create a community where diversity is
valued; everyone is encouraged to speak
and know they are listened to.
• Enable everyone to be ambitious for a
lifetime of learning.
One of the ways we strive to achieve our vison, is
by providing the children with the opportunity
to take part in school trips, giving them firsthand experiences. To this end our curriculum
planning for each academic year includes at least
three trips.
Every year the children visit a place of religious
worship. This can include local churches, a
mandir, a synagogue and a mosque. We believe
it is important for children to have a good
understanding of different communities and
faiths in order to appreciate our diverse world.
We also take the children on local visits, for
example to Cambridge museums or Wimpole.
The third trip is somewhere further afield and
includes London museums and sites of historical
interest. For example, our children in year 2 will
be visiting The Museum of London in November
and children in year 3, Flag Fen, a Bronze Age
site, both to support their learning in history. For
many of the children these are new experiences.
This school year the increased cost of fuel has
meant that the price of coaches for school trips
has doubled. This combined with the increased
costs of living means that many of our families
will find it hard to contribute towards these
events. Perhaps you work for or know a local
business that would be prepared to donate to
our school to help with the cost of trips and thus
enable us to continue giving our children these
valuable experiences. If this is something you
could support us with, please call the school on
01763 223457 and ask to speak to Sarah Smith
(Assistant Headteacher). You can also email her
at office@melbourn.cambs.sch.uk
Stephanie Wilcox (Headteacher, Melbourn
Primary School)

26

www.melbourncambridge.co.uk

Melbourn Village College
At the start of the new academic year, we welcomed our
new Executive Head Teacher, Mr Christopher Bennet. Mr
Bennet, who is Head Teacher of both Melbourn Village
College and St Peter’s School, Huntingdon, is entering his
29th year of working in this profession, having served/led
senior leadership teams in multiple schools. Upon taking
up the role and meeting staff he said “I was immediately
struck by their overt enthusiasm for the role that they have
in supporting our pupils. This was heartening to experience,
and I am sure they will all continue to support all students to
achieve even higher examination outcomes than the superb
results achieved by last year’s students.”

Head Teacher, Mr Christopher Bennet

Indeed, our GCSE results for 2022 were the best we have
ever had and continued the upwards trend MVC was
demonstrating pre-pandemic. We are extremely proud of
all our students’ efforts – having had two years when ‘real’
exams didn’t take place, these young people made sure
they were fully prepared for the return to external exams.
There are still some appeals to come back from the exam
boards, but as we write this, 81% of our year 11s achieved
grade 4 or above in both English and Maths and nearly 20%
of our young people achieved 5 or more GCSEs at grade
7 or higher! This year was also the first time our Mandarin
GCSE results were marked externally, and the results were
fantastic. 66% of pupils from the MEP class achieved L7+
with 7 pupils gaining a grade L9. These results demonstrate
the outstanding progress MEP students make in their five
years of Mandarin study at MVC.
We were delighted to gain the Silver School
Games Silver Mark Award 2021/22 for our
success in identifying and supporting children
with additional needs to access and benefit

Year 10 Sports Leaders

from school sports and competition experiences. Our
students are dedicated to all aspects of physical activity
and school sports, and we are proud of those young
volunteers, leaders and officials who support our events.
Year 10 Sports Leaders kicked off their leadership
journey by attending the launch event to learn how
the programme will help develop their interpersonal
skills, enhance their CV and provide a career pathway.
Leaders received their brand new uniform which they
will be wearing when they help deliver enrichment
clubs, competitions, festivals, and events to children
across South Cambridgeshire.

Meanwhile, our Year 10 and Year 11 Football
Activators achieved their Youth Sports Trust Award
in girls’ football. They started the award last year to
develop life skills and leadership through football. They
have been volunteering their time to run after-school
sessions for younger students and we are very proud of
what they have achieved.
Year 10 and 11 badminton

Year 10 Year 11 Youth Sports Trust Awards

Our Year 10 and 11 badminton and table tennis
teams had a busy term of extra-curricular sports. They
travelled to Comberton for a range of singles matches,
perfecting their skills for their GCSE PE course. Year 10
Year 10 and 11 Table tennis

melbournmagazine@gmail.com
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Personal care for
your feet in the comfort
of your own home
• Nail Trimming
• Hard Skin & Cracked Heels
• Corns & Verrucae
• Fungal Nails
• Diabetic Foot Care
Telephone on

01763 261250 or 0791 3913955
Nancy Foster MCFHP MAFHP

Registered Member of the British Association of Foot
Health Professionals

email: nancy.fosterfeet@gmail.com
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Football on the new AstroTurf pitch

boys will be taking part in the English Schools National
Football Cup again this year. The team had a positive
first enrichment session and gave a good account
of themselves in their first match against Freman
College, Buntingford.
PE enrichment clubs have all proved very popular
this term, with over 60 students attending football and
hockey on the AstroTurf pitch.
We were delighted to welcome so many people to
our Open Evening on 29th September. There was a
lot to see and do in all the different departments, and
presentations from Stephen Munday, Chief Executive
of The Cam Academy Trust, Christopher Bennet, Head
Teacher, and Kelly Coghlan, our Transition Lead.
At the start of the term, we distributed iPads to all
year 9 and 10 students, for their individual and exclusive
use. Students bring their iPad to school each day and
are quickly getting used to having them as part of their
school equipment. Year 8 students were given iPads

last year. Students and staff are beginning to notice the
positive impact of the changes to our pastoral team.
We are moving to a position where each year group has
an allocated member of Associate (non-teaching staff)
to support the students.
Over the half term holiday, the canteen was
equipped with a new ventilation system and a new roof.
Improvements to the George Edward Block English
classrooms continued with the installation of new
external doors and additional furnishings. The Food
Technology practical room and classroom are taking
shape, with the installation of new kitchen units. The
facilities will be completed by the end of November,
giving this popular and important subject the highquality resources it deserves.
Finally, MVC Show Band and singers have been
practising hard and would like to invite you to our
Christmas Concert, which is scheduled to take place in
the Main Hall on Monday 19th December at 19.00.
Open Evening in September
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Do you enjoy writing short stories? In our Creative
Writing spot we would like to highlight local literary
talent. If you have written any short stories you
would be willing to share with us, please get in touch
– we would love to ‘publish’ you! Word count should
be approximately 1500.
Below is the second readable and light-hearted
story by local resident David Everett.
We hope you enjoy!

A Christmas Tail!
December 24th, 1857. Joseph Smith made his way
home to his humble dwelling in the Berkeleys, the
tightly-packed frozen snow crunching and crackling
beneath his feet. The wound he had sustained
during the recent Crimean War was still troubling
him, particularly now that the weather had taken a
turn for the worst. The bullet had passed through
his thigh, clipping the bone on its course. An inch
more to the left and he would definitely have lost
his leg.
Fortunately, he had been taken to the military
hospital at Scutari, where he received the best
of medical care and attention from Florence
Nightingale and her wonderful nurses.
‘Angels, veritable angels’ he thought with a smile,
as he rounded the corner into Benton Street, where
he lived with his wife Mary and their two little
daughters. At least he’d survived the war, and didn’t,
thankfully, come home a cripple like poor Abel
Dunn from Bradford, who’d lost both his legs to
cannon fire at Inkerman and was now reduced to
selling matches or begging on street corners.
He’d also, luckily, got his old job back working as
a bricklayer, and whilst he wasn’t paid a fortune, it
provided enough money for their everyday needs,
plus, if he was careful and stayed well clear of
the alehouse in the next street, a few shillings
for Christmas. Aside from this, Mary, a proficient
seamstress, was able to bring in a little extra with the
occasional sewing job.

As he approached the little back-to-back house at
the far end of the street, he thought about his lovely
little daughters and how joyful they would be to see
him. After all the uncertainty of the war, his arrival
home each evening was still a very special event for
them. And in the hard and often harsh environment
of a poor and deprived area of Leeds, the pure love
that bound them together as a family was a joy
to behold.
Recognising his footsteps, Mary greeted him at
the front door with her customary kiss and bade
him come inside quickly out of the cold. The room
was small but welcoming, the Yuletide candles
and blazing log fire together creating a warm and
comfortable retreat after a hard day’s work in the
bleak outdoors.
She told him the children had been behaving
themselves much better than usual, probably in
anticipation of the presents Saint Nicholas would
be leaving in the stockings, already in place at the
bottom of the little bed they shared in the same
room as their parents.
After putting them to bed, she broke the sad news
she had been dreading to tell him when he came
in from work. She had just heard today that old Mr
Marley’s wife Emily had passed away just last week.
When Joseph’s mother had died twenty four years ago,
giving birth to a still-born daughter, Joseph was only
a little lad of five. His father, a drunken layabout with
no sense of responsibility, immediately walked out of
Joseph’s life, leaving him with the Marleys, who had
happily brought him up as their own child.
Beside himself with grief, Joseph couldn’t eat
another mouthful of the meal Mary had so lovingly
prepared less than an hour ago. Although he saw the
Marleys quite regularly, for the past two weeks his
wound had been causing him considerable pain, and
since he could not afford to be unfit for work, Sunday
really was the only chance he had to rest it. And so,
until then, he was totally unaware of Emily’s passing.
If there was one thing for sure that would cast
a shadow over Christmas this year, it would be the
death of the kind old lady who had raised him as if
he were her own. Putting on his scarf, cap and jacket,
he decided he must go to Armley, see old Henry
straightaway and offer whatever help and assistance
he could. “He must not be on his own. Tell him he must
come here for Christmas” said Mary, as he walked out
into the biting cold, his head bowed against the wind
and the driving snow.
continued on page 35
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Village information
Orchard Surgery & Dispensary

Melbourn Health Visiting Team

Monday to Friday 8:30–1pm and 3pm–6pm
Phone 01763 260220
Repeat prescriptions can be made either, in person or
by registering to use the online NHS service.
www.orchardsurgerymelbourn.co.uk
Prescriptions can still be collected from:
Surgery Co-op Tesco in Royston
Prescription Home Delivery
The surgery offers home delivery service for
prescriptions, on a Tuesday & Thursday.
For more information on any of the above,
please see their website or contact the surgery.

Drop in clinics for parents and babies are held as follows:
Melbourn clinic every Wednesday
between 9.30am and 11.00am at:
35 Orchard Road, Melbourn.
Telephone 01763 262861

BIN COLLECTION

MELBOURN
Bin collection day – TUESDAY
Bins must be out by 6am at the latest on collection day

6
13
20
29
5
11
17
24
31
7
14
21
28
7
14
21
28
4
11
18
25

December
December
December
December
January
January
January
January
January
February
February
February
February
February
March
March
March
April
April
April
April

Black
Green and Blue
Black
Blue ONLY
Black
Green and Blue
Black
Blue ONLY
Black
Green and Blue
Black
Blue ONLY
Black
Green and Blue
Black
Green and Blue
Black
Green and Blue
Black
Green and Blue
Black

THURSDAY
THURSDAY
WEDNESDAY

Bin collection dates are from
South Cambridgeshire District Council
and are correct at the time of publishing.
For an update on collections visit:
www.scambs.gov.uk/bins/find-your-household-bincollection-day/
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NHS Hearing Aid Maintenance Centre open at

Melbourn
4th Thursday of every month 2pm – 4pm
We are pleased to announce that we have opened an
NHS Hearing Aid Maintenance Centre at Vicarage Close
Community Room, where you can go to get your hearing
aids cleaned and re-tubed.
This is a drop-off and wait service,
By Appointment Only.
Community Room Vicarage Close Melbourn SG8 6DY
To book an appointment please use our online booking
service at: www.cambridgeshirehearinghelp.org.uk or
telephone the office on 01223 416141
Cambridgeshire Hearing Help is a charity
for people with hearing loss.

Cam Sight’s Rural Support Group meet
in Melbourn to provide help, friendship
and ongoing support to local people
with sight loss. The group enjoys
speakers, music, information, advice
and a chance to try out low vision
equipment.
For further information please
call 01223 420033
or info@camsight.org.uk

MELBOURN PARISH COUNCIL
30 High Street Melbourn SG8 6DZ
Telephone: 01763 263303 ext. 3
Parish Office opening hours
Monday to Friday
10am – 3:30pm (closed 1–2pm)
www.melbournpc.co.uk

Melbourn Parish Clerk
Claire Littlewood
parishclerk@melbournpc.co.uk

Assistant to the Clerk
Sophie Marriage
assistantclerk@melbournpc.co.uk

Responsible Financial Officer
Gabrielle van Poortvliet
rfo@melbournpc.co.uk

Chair
Graham Clark
cllr.clark@melbournparishcouncil.co.uk

IMPORTANT NUMBERS

Melbourn History Ann Dekkers

Orchard Surgery			
Appointments & Dispensary
260220

Melbourn Mushroom Club John Holden

Hospitals

Melbourn Pottery Club Maggie

Addenbrooke’s		
Royston		

01223 245151
01763 242134
111

NHS111 – Urgent Care
24hr helpline

Medical help when not a 999 emergency
101

Police Non Emergency number
Help when not a 999 emergency
Fire & Rescue Service

0800 555111

Neighbourhood Watch
			
debbieclapham@icloud.com
Telephone Preference Service
www.tsponline.org.uk

Councillors

Gloria Alexander
cllr.alexander@melbournparishcouncil.co.uk
Michael Barley
cllr.barley@melbournparishcouncil.co.uk
Rebecca Barnes
cllr.barnes@melbournparishcouncil.co.uk
Audrey Campbell
cllr.campbell@melbournparishcouncil.co.uk
Graham Clark
cllr.clark@melbournparishcouncil.co.uk
Ian Cowley
cllr.cowley@melbournparishcouncil.co.uk
Tina Davey
cllr.davey@melbournparishcouncil.co.uk
Sally Ann Hart
cllr.hart@melbournparishcouncil.co.uk
Steve Kilmurray
cllr.kilmurray@melbournparishcouncil.co.uk
John Travis
cllr.travis@melbournparishcouncil.co.uk
Richard Wilson
cllr.wilson@melbournparishcouncil.co.uk
Timebank Coordinator
Stephanie Trayhurn
timebank@melbournpc.co.uk, 07483 176929.
Village Wardens
Keith Rudge
Steven Pitman

County Councillor
Susan van de Ven, 95 North End, Meldreth
07905 325574
susanvandeven5@gmail.com

District Councillor
Jose Hales, 23 Elm Way, SG8 6UH
01763 221058
jose@josehales.me.uk
Sally Ann Hart, 62 High Street, SG8 6AJ
cllr.hart@scambs.gov.uk
07791 233303

South Cambs M.P.
Anthony Browne – 01954 211444
anthony.browne.mp@parliament.uk

01223 207307

Meldreth Local History Kathryn Betts

268428

Mothers’ Union Pauline Hay

260649

Royston and Saffron Walden Nation Trust Association

0345 070 0707

220463

avril.mellor@ntlworld.com
Photographic Club		

01223 376201

Crimestoppers

email: frog.end@virgin.net

Avril Mellor		

melbournphotoclub@hotmail.com

Ramblers’ Association Dave Allard

242677

www.ramblers.org.uk/royston
Royal National Lifeboat Institution Jean Emes

245958

Royston Lions Chris Cawdell

448236

SOAS (Supporters of All Saints’) George Howard

260686

Women’s Group Pat Smith

260103

PLACES OF WORSHIP

Vice Chair
Ian Cowley
cllr.cowley@melbournparishcouncil.co.uk

261144

EDUCATION
Melbourn Playgroup
Library LAP Jane Stevens

All Saints’ Church Revd. Elizabeth Shipp
223459 or 07842 151512
johnjane.stevens@tiscali.co.uk

		

260964
01223 503972

		

Little Hands Nursery School
Out of school times
Notre Ecole Janet Whitton

261231

Primary School Headteacher Stephanie Wilcox

223457

U3A (Univ. of Third Age)
Chairman Tony Garrick

01223 510201

Hon Sec David Allars

01223 871480

Village College Principal Simon Holmes

223400

Workers’ Educational Association (WEA) – Royston
Ongoing course in Royston
Go to www.wea.org.uk to book on other courses.

HEALTH
Age UK Cambridgeshire
Blood Donors

01223 221921

Secretary Brian Orrell

Home-Start		

262262

S. Cambs PCT 35 Orchard Road
Child & Family Nurses
Car Scheme		

262861
245228

LOCAL CLUBS

261650
07568 376027

United Reformed Church
Minister The Revd Sue Fender
Secretary Rosaline Van de Weyer

01223 870869

Hall booking Beryl and Barry Monk

246458

SPORT
Badminton Steve Jackson

248774

Bowls Pat Leggett		

220794

Meldreth Croquet Janet Pope

248239

Judo Iain Reid (Chief Instructor) or Lesley Reid
Melbourn Dynamos FC Gordon Atalker

262034

221022

Baptist Church Rev. Stuart Clarke

263260
01223 846122

220463

David Farr

0300 123 23 23

Dentist		
District Nurses (Primary Care Trust)

vicar.melbournmeldreth@gmail.com

Churchwardens Roger Mellor

email melbournjudoclub@gmail.com

Chiropodist		

220626

241830
07974 445710
07770 533249
07730 488743

Blake Carrington		
Melbourn Football Club Simon Gascoyne

07732 613555

Melbourn Sports Centre Graham Johnson-Mack
Melbourn Squash Jan Brynjolffssen

263313

07730 406688

Meldreth Tennis Club Tracy Aggett

243376

Swimming Club Jenny Brackley

244593

COMMUNITY SERVICES

After Eights		
melbournwi@gmail.com
Air Cadets 2484 (Bassingbourn) Squadron
Tel: 249156
Andrew Kyprianou
Mobile: 0755 709 4747
Mon & Wed evenings 7–9.30 p.m.
Bell ringing – Tower Correspondent for Holy Trinity in
Meldreth and All Saints in Melbourn
Sandra Webb		
261451
Email: sandra@rivermel.com
Bridge Club Howard Waller

261693

1st Melbourn Rainbows Mrs Stef Cooper

07922 053801

Brownies 1st Melbourn Stephanie Clifford

220272

Guides 1st Melbourn Hilary Marsh

261443

Luncheon Club at Melbourn Hub (Wednesdays) 263303 op1
MADS (Melbourn Amateur Dramatics Society)
Donna Sleight

Community Hall
bookings@communityhallmelbourn.com

07821 656033

Dial-A-Ride		

01223 506335

Home Start Tracy Aggett

263303

Melbourn Springs Care Home

01763 722734

Mobile Warden Scheme Jeannie Seers

07808 735066

Moorlands Denise Taylor

260564

Southwell Court Telephone

750006

Vicarage Close Warden Eileen Allan

263389

Lead Sheltered Housing Officer – Monday to Friday 9–1.30
Vicarage Close, John Impey Way & Elin Way
Eileen Allan		

232622

262262

Melbourn Community Hub

Mobile 07876 791419 / 245402

Every other week. 9–5 Monday to Friday
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The Happy Florist
Bespoke arrangements, made with the care
and attention deserved for every occasion

Call Rebecca on:
01763 793277/07599 108888
Email: enquiries@thehappyflorist.co.uk
Website: www.thehappyflorist.co.uk
Local delivery available

Scan me

Our traditional farm shop is open August – February
Thursday, Friday & Saturday
9am – 5pm

We sell over 100 varieties of Apples, Plums,
Pears, Cherries & Quince from our own
orchards.
We press our own Apple Juice & Cider
Wholesale enquiries welcome
25 Whitecroft Road,
Meldreth, Royston, Herts
SG8 6LZ
Tel : 01763 262906
Mobile: 07770461685

www.camvalleyorchards.com
Find us on Facebook: Cam Valley Orchards Fruit Farm
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Twenty-five minutes later found Joseph
knocking at the door of the house that had
been his home for so many years as a boy. Not
getting am immediate response, he knocked
again, this time much harder. The old chap he’d
always called Dad eventually came to the door,
with a candle in his hand and a quizzical look on
his face. Following close behind was Wellington,
the friendly little terrier, who, like Joseph all those
years ago, had also been rescued by the Marleys
from a life on the streets.
“Come on in son” he said, his voice charged with
emotion “and get yourself warm by the fire. His
tears now flowing freely, he said “Mother passed
away peacefully in her sleep. The doctor said it was
probably some kind of heart condition. He also said
she would not have suffered towards the end, but
they always tell you that, don’t they son? I used to
say ‘It’ll be me before you, old girl!’. Well dammit Joe,
I was wrong!”.
Then, as suddenly as his crying began, he pulled

Jeremy Ashworth
Electrician and
Property Maintenance

21 Bramley Avenue,
Melbourn, Royston,
Herts. SG8 6HG

07815 093166
jeremy.ashworth@ntlworld.com

himself together and became the solid rock of a
man that he had known all of his life. Joseph said
he would help him with the funeral arrangements,
an offer he gladly accepted. Then the two of them
sat by the fire, taking an occasional swig from the
bottle of brandy that Emily had always claimed was
‘for medicinal purposes only’.
Two hours later, after countless memories, happy
and sad, and a firm order from Mary that he was
to spend his Christmas with them, to which at last
Henry reluctantly agreed, Joseph made his way back
home to the Berkeleys.
The next day, a sharp rap at the door heralded
the noon time arrival of both Henry and little
Wellington. Up until then, the girls had been busy
playing with the various little toys, games and knickknacks that went to make up the content of their
Christmas stockings. Abandoning their presents,
they showered Granddad Henry and Wellington
with all the natural affection only little children
show to those they love so dearly.
Henry had also brought them a present each,
but told them that, before he left to go home,
he had another very special gift for all the family.
Whatever it was, it must be pretty special, because
he had been talking to Mummy and Daddy in the
corner for quite a long time now, sometimes smiling
and sometimes with a hint of sadness in his lined
old face.
At 9 o’clock precisely, after an enjoyable Christmas
dinner and a generous slab of Mary’s home-made
cake, he got up from his chair by the fire and
walked towards the door, Wellington following
close behind. Henry, however, ordered him to stay,
and looking down at him said “No Wellington, this is
your home now.
I know how much this family loves you and how
much you love them. And I’m getting too old to take
you for those nice long walks anymore and give you
the attention you really need. And you, with all the
love you bring along with you, are the best Christmas
present I can give my wonderful family. This is your
new home, old friend.”
And everyone heartily agreed that Wellington
really was the best Christmas present they could
have ever had.
David Everett
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Nature
Fowlmere RSPB Nature Reserve
Above: Birds cooling down in 40 degrees heat. In this article,
local birder Ade Cooper sets out his diary for the months of
August, September and October.

August
August brought very hot and sunny days and drought
conditions, with the water levels getting very low.
There was activity only in the early mornings: later
in the day the scorching heat made it very quiet on
the reserve.
On the 13th it was great to hear Oystercatchers
flying over the reserve, 3 birds seen high up before
flying off south east. They appeared to be a family
group, 2 adults and a juvenile, probably the same
birds that were here in Spring. They were believed
to have nested nearby in the vicinity of Heydon golf
course, as eggs were found there this season.
Autumn passage had begun, with many Willow
Warblers and Whitethroats on the move. Lesser
Whitethroats were also seen, the reserve’s first Garden
Warbler of the year had been spotted in brambles
near the Spring hide, and 2 Coal Tits had been heard/
seen, one in the car park and the other in the alders.
Something very special awaited me early on the
14th. Driving up the entrance track I stopped to pick
up some discarded paper cups. A split second before
I opened the door I noticed a Little Owl staring at me
from just yards away! I was lucky to get a couple of
photos before the bird flew into the picnic area.
Many dragonflies were out in the sun, Migrant
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Little Owl in Reserve entrance

Hawkers now being quite numerous, and Willow
Emerald Damselflies were out at Spring hide. I also
saw one Willow Emerald at the centenary end, my
first in that area.
A week later the mere was down to an extremely
low level, half full and barely a foot deep at the
deepest point. The single Green Sandpiper seemed
to like it, having been present for about two weeks.

second pair on the reserve this season. A few days later
the young ones were catching food for themselves.
On the 28th, a Raven flying low behind the
Reedbed hide at dawn looked like it may have
roosted on the reserve. One Grey Wagtail flying over
south was also of note, and 2 Greenshanks reported
on the mere will probably be the only ones of the
year at Fowlmere.
On the 27th I saw a Hummingbird Hawkmoth
resting on the ground: only the second one I’ve seen
at Fowlmere. It was a record summer for numbers in
Britain of this fun little Hawkmoth, but Fowlmere has
little in the way of food for them so they don’t appear
here often.
Hummingbird Hawkmoth taking a rest

Spotted Flycatcher, adult and juvenile

There were good numbers of Corn Buntings
around the mere and Guilden brook, and the Spotted
Flycatchers were also still around, one in the car park
area and an adult pair feeding two newly fledged
juveniles near the Cress hut, confirming a successful
Spotted Flycatcher
A Lime Hawkmoth caterpillar being attacked by Wasp
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usually 2 birds with a third joining them for a short
while. Teal numbers were up to 31, with Snipe and
Water Rails occasionally showing on the mere edges.
A Grey Wagtail was also around, plus a couple of
Little Egrets.
One of two Clouded Yellow, they are a scarce sight at Fowlmere

Painted Lady

The butterfly season was drawing to a close but
I was still seeing Small Heaths and Brown Argus,
and a Painted Lady was in the sheep field by the
Guilden brook, which had a very impressive carpet
of red clover.
Muntjac in the Red Clover fields

September
By the beginning of September migration was well
under way and it was noticeable how many birds had
gone already, particularly the Warblers. Suddenly there
were no Willow Warblers, Lesser Whitethroats or
Sedge Warblers, very few Reed Warblers were left, not
many Blackcaps and only 1 Common Whitethroat.
Clearly on the move at that time were Chiffchaffs,
with calls being heard all around the reserve. Swallows
and House Martins were in much lower numbers
than the previous week, and Swifts had almost
completely gone, with just 2 seen.
On the mere, Green Sandpipers were still present,
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Raptors were out in force, and a Hobby was seen
with what looked like a Swallow or a Martin that it
was eating on the wing, high up over the mere.
The very best sights of the first weekend all
occurred within less than 45 minutes! A Whinchat
was found perched on top of the hedgerow at the
Guilden brook, and whilst watching the Whinchat, a
Clouded Yellow butterfly flew right by me in the red
clover field. A Redstart then flew in and out of the
hedgerow a few times before vanishing, and a second
Clouded Yellow was seen flying around the clover!
Swallows and House Martins were moving out in
large numbers by the 11th, at least 200 of each seen
on the move. The first passing Meadow Pipits were
also going through, a sure sign of autumn.
Rain finally arrived and the mere water level rose
by 9 centimetres, almost back to being fully covered
again. The bird presence had not changed, and at
least 2 Kingfishers were also using the posts around
the mere.
A Marsh Harrier had been roosting here for a week
or so and was seen coming from the reedbed early
one morning. Two Spotted Flycatchers were feeding
in the tall ash trees around the Cress hut area.

at the same time a marvellous Jack Snipe came into
view on the far right-hand side of the mere. The bird
sprang right out into the open, giving a great view
for 30 minutes, then went back into the cover of the
reeds. I hadn’t recorded one at Fowlmere for a couple
of years, so I was very pleased to see it!

Jack Snipe on left, Common Snipe on right

Barn Owl posing

Warbler numbers were still reducing as they
departed southwards. The most unusual sighting
of that weekend was a Nuthatch with a Tit flock at
the centenary end. That was the first at Fowlmere
this year, once a real rarity on the reserve but seen
annually over recent years.
By the 19th most of our summer visitors had
departed. The only warbler of any numbers was the
Chiffchaffs at 20+; there were a few Blackcaps but
only one Reed Warbler and one Whitethroat could
be found. A single Willow Warbler on the 18th was
quite a late record. Swallows and House Martins were
particularly noticeable by their absence, with very low
numbers recorded over a 3 day period.
On the mere, the long staying Green Sandpiper
finally left as the water level rose.
October
October 2nd brought a special treat when a Woodlark
was seen flying over the reserve. A Woodlark has
been recorded here only once before.
By the 14th Redwings had started to come through.
At dawn small groups of 3 to 14 birds were seen going
overhead. Meadow Pipits were also on the move but
only in low numbers, most going straight through;
one flock of 6 came down to the mere to bathe
before continuing on.
On the 15th a female Stonechat performed
brilliantly well right in front of the Reedbed hide, and

Two Shoveler ducks arrived on the 16th and
Siskins began to come in to feed in the alders. One
Redpoll passed over. On the 21st a Green Sandpiper
flew down to the mere at dusk, which was a
little unexpected.
Early morning and late afternoon visits on the 23rd
produced some minor interest. Winter Thrushes
had started going through and were picking up in
numbers. On the same day, at least 220 Redwings
came in to roost, just ahead of a terrific thunderstorm
with a great lightning show.
Fieldfares were not so numerous yet, with only a
handful being recorded at the reserve. On the mere
there was one Little Egret, 3 Snipe, a Kingfisher and a
group of 47 Teals. A small number of finches passed
over with 5 Siskins and 1 Redpoll.
The last week of the month saw continuing mild
weather, with some rain but mostly sunny. There
were some interesting sightings, including one very
nice surprise!
Water levels on the mere had gone up considerably,
causing some of the Teals to move off leaving only
16+ present. Kingfishers were still fairly frequent
around the mere and the Little Egret was still coming
in to feed.
Quite a number of Reed Buntings had been
roosting, and 110 were counted coming in on the
25th. Redwings were also still coming in at dusk to
roost, but again very few Fieldfares.
A fantastic find that I was extremely happy with
was a Firecrest, seen with a Tit flock along the path
melbournmagazine@gmail.com
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to the Reedbed hide late in the day on the 26th. Sadly,
the sighting was all too brief as the flock moved on
quickly. This handsome species used to be seen regularly
at least once a year, but it has now been 11 years since I
last recorded a Firecrest at Fowlmere. A similar pattern is
seen throughout Cambridgeshire, with very few records
each year.
Red Admirals were out making the most of the
warmth and sunshine, and in the late afternoon a
Noctule Bat could be seen feeding high above the Poplar
Trees straight out from the Reedbed hide.
A male and female Stonechat were the highlights of
the final weekend. The two birds showed well to the right
of the Reedbed hide. This is a species that we see few of at
Fowlmere, in some years none, but with these two there
have now been at least 8 this autumn.
A male Blackcap put in a brief showing around the
Reedbed hide, the first one for three weeks, and Redwings
were feeding on the plentiful hawthorn crop around the
reserve. I spent a lot of time checking Tit flocks and the
scrub in the hope that the Firecrest was still about, but
sadly there was no sign of it.
A very nice distraction from the reserve was a Dotterel,
an adult in winter plumage, that was discovered on the
other side of Fowlmere village next to the A505. The bird
was keeping company with a flock of Golden Plovers.
It was quite difficult to see on the ground as the bird’s
upperparts were exactly the same colour as the mud, but
easier to pick out when the flock took flight, its smaller
size being very noticeable. Great to have one so close
to home!
Fowlmere Fox

This article is a synopsis taken from the website produced by
Ade Cooper and Caroline Scott about Fowlmere Bird Reserve.
To see the full version and other interesting visits Ade and
Caroline have undertaken in the UK and abroad, visit: www.
cooperandscott.wordpress.com
melbournmagazine@gmail.com
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Review
How to Catch a Star
Oliver Jeffers

Oliver Jeffers is an author
working across a range of
media who is worthy of the
description inspirational.He
has cultivated a unique gift
and has for several decades
shared it with the world,
evolving as an Award
winning writer, illustrator,
and creative artist. Although he writes for children, an
adult will experience his written illustrative work as
strangely uplifting.
This story How to Catch a Star is simple and gripping,
told with wonderful text and drawings spread across
thirty large size pages. As well as captivating, it is clever
and witty. Why children love the work of Oliver Jeffers
is beyond my powers of explanation – but across the
world they do. Perhaps they are drawn to the honesty
and altruism which Jeffers places gently before them,
blending character, story and illustration such that they
will happily return to the same story again and again.
How to Catch a Star was his debut book, first published
in 2004, and now reprinted. The young child it features,
with his thoughts, musings, and actions wonderfully
described and illustrated, has been translated into many
languages across the world. It became the cornerstone of
a collection of award winning best-selling picture books
created by Jeffers over the years.
Oliver Jeffers was born in Belfast in 1977. Unhappy and
unsuccessful at school until he discovered the Art Room
and a capacity for storytelling, he is today based in New
York, having built an international audience for his work.
During recent years he developed a huge, collaborative
outdoor art installation project which, on completion, was
mounted first in Derry, then transferred to Cambridge,
and then re-mounted in Belfast before transferring
to other countries. It is a presentation of our solar
system, a unique collaboration across art, science and
technology, intended to be spread along a specifically
chosen 8.5 kilometre walk in each venue chosen.
Astonishingly, this huge, free, artistic endeavour – a
sculpture trail entitled Our Place in Space – sets down
our solar system’s main features: proportionally accurate
in terms of size and distance apart, and accurately
laid out spatially both in relation to each other and in
relation to our – miniscule by comparison – Planet
Earth. Astrophysicist Professor Stephen Smartt made all
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Oliver Jeffers

the calculations to within a millimetre! This sculpture
trail, an all-embracing collaborative artistic project, years
in the making, was an outdoor, visual and immersive
telling of Jeffers’ 2017 book Here We Are: Notes For Living
On Planet Earth. (A book inspired by the birth of his
son and by chance reviewed in Melbourn Magazine,
Autumn 2018 Issue 95.)
Days before Oliver Jeffers’ sculpture trail was dismantled
for dispatch to its next destination Belfast, I walked
the installation’s 8.5 kilometre trail from Cambridge’s
Midsummer Common along the River Cam to Cow
Hollow Wood in Waterbeach. The sculptures and the
free events at different staging posts caused me to marvel
yet again at the creative output of the inspirational
Oliver Jeffers. I also wondered why we continue to elect
leaders who, even if we leave the daftness of Brexit
aside, know nothing whatsoever of honesty, integrity or
altruism, all character traits which this hugely popular
artist has spent a lifetime placing before us? He said of
this installation:
“The aim of the sculpture trail is to help people grasp the
sheer scale and enormity of a universe in which the Earth
is just a tiny little dot. The sun is only one star among at
least one hundred billion others in our galaxy, and there
are a few hundred billion other galaxies! That’s a reminder
of how precious and fragile our planet is. ‘Our Place in
Space’ is about encouraging people to think about where
humanity fits into the vastness of the cosmos, to look at
ourselves through a slightly different lens, and to realize
that – in the face of existential environmental problems
such as climate change – humanity needs to rally round
together rather than getting into conflict with each other.”
In the face of multiple calamities why on earth would
we not want to live, love, travel, work and trade freely in
peace with our near neighbours? Buy this book by the
inspirational author Oliver Jeffers for a child you know
and read it to them. Allow yourself to be a better person
and act often and always to create a better world – it is
the only one we have.
Hugh Pollock.

All who go do not return
Shulem Deen

I was introduced to this
book by my daughter, who
had read and discussed it
at her Book Club. It is a
remarkable and absorbing
book, the true story of an
orthodox Jew who lost his
faith and was expelled from
his community.
Shulem Deen was
born into a Hasidic Jewish
community in a settlement
to the north of New York. His particular sect, while
orthodox and observant, was relatively relaxed
and moderate.
In his teens Deen went to college in a neighbouring area
which was Skvehr sect, much more extreme in its beliefs.
Whilst there, he was taken to a religious festival, where he
received an unexpected, overwhelming welcome, and
was swept away by the religious enthusiasm displayed.
He felt these people were taking their religion far more
seriously than he had seen before, his own sect being
rather more materialistic, and he resolved then to be
Skvehr himself.
The process of fitting himself into the mould required
by the Skvehr was not easy. There are strict rules dictating
every aspect of daily life in fine detail. The Rabbi is all
powerful; to express the slightest doubt is forbidden,
asking questions is frowned upon and contact with the
outside world, including radio and television, other than
is strictly necessary is discouraged.
In the beginning, all went well and he was happy and
confident in his new life, but warning signs were already
there. At 18 years old, he was coerced into an arranged
marriage which he knew was not right for him, but he
managed to come to terms with it and, contraception
being banned, went on to raise a family of 5 children.
Over time, however, he became increasingly
uncomfortable with the restrictions of the community
and small acts of rebellion began to creep in. The first was
his reluctance to disable the radio component of their
(permitted) radio cassette player, as was expected by the
community. Eventually he began covertly listening to the
radio, after his wife had gone to bed. He bought a car,
which allowed him to visit the Library 3 miles away and
borrow books, and then, to his wife’s horror, a television.
He taught himself to use a computer and, again covertly,
explored the outside world via the internet.
As his knowledge of the outside world widened
he increasingly found himself questioning the tenets

of his religion, and
eventually came
to realise that he
had lost his faith
altogether. He did
his best to conceal
his lack of faith for
his family’s sake, but
when the elders
of his community
recognised that he
no longer belonged
with them and
presented a threat
to their way of life,
he was summoned
and instructed to
Shulem Deen
leave immediately.
His life then began to unravel. His wife and family, who
initially went with him, were ultimately unable to accept
his loss of faith and returned to the Skvehr community.
Then, over time, influenced by the elders of the village,
one by one his children refused to visit him and broke off
all contact. He found himself alone and essentially adrift
in a world he had never been equipped to deal with, and
his efforts to make a new life in the totally unfamiliar
outside world make gripping reading.
This fascinating book offers an extraordinary insight
into life in an orthodox Jewish community. It is not a
quick read, as Deen gives so much intricate detail, but
repays perseverance in spades. It was a revelation to me
that there are many sects within orthodox Judaism, just
as there are in other religions, and the rules governing
daily life are interpreted to differing degrees. All have the
same fundamental beliefs, but observance and practice
can vary.
The book also shakes up perspective on a number of
issues. The description of his conversion to Skvehr mirrors
religious conversion of all kinds, and shows how easy it
must be to radicalise impressionable young people. The
response of his community to unwelcome interaction
from outside is extreme, and his own (later very much
regretted) participation in one shocking incident –
where a car full of teenagers shouting antisemitic abuse
is chased, with rocks and other missiles thrown, to
the point where the car crashes – indicates how an
essentially gentle, intelligent and humane person can be
swept along by a mob.
This is a book for anyone who is interested in other
cultures and other religions and how they impact on
those within them – in fact, in human nature itself.
Christine Orchard
melbournmagazine@gmail.com
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Authors and their Books
‘The Queue’
by Heike Scharrer
Introduction
This is a picture book about
how two children turn
their wait at the pool into
a magical and humorous
experience. The joys of
waiting in line for and with
children are the subject of Heike Scharrer’s picture
book, which humorously conveys how, out of the
ensuing boredom, creativity may arise and little things
such as a shimmering raindrop or a snuffling dog may
spark a child’s sense of wonder and even lead to new
friends. Reading the book, it is striking that it is drawn
and written from a child’s perspective. There is the
adult world with all its crazy characters which exists
in the background, but the focal point is the children’s
own little microcosm.

During this year, at two separate Award ceremonies
The Queue won for Heike the Macmillan Prize for
Upcoming Illustrators 2022 in London and, later in Berlin,
the Buntspecht Prize for Emerging Illustrators 2022.
The story starts with a familiar situation: A girl wants
to go swimming and is confronted by an endless queue.
During the wait she makes friends with two other
children and they speculate about the reasons for the
delay. We switch between the real world and escalating
imaginary scenarios and finally…

Biography
Heike’s approach to illustration incorporates printmaking techniques such as monoprint and screenprinting, as well as hand-drawn and painterly elements.
She records her observations into sketchbooks and
develops her stories both from these observational
drawings and from her fascination with the little
peculiarities and wonderful weirdness of everyday
urban life. Heike has a background in film and is
currently studying for an MA in Children’s Book
Illustration at Cambridge School of Art. She lives in
London with her two children and their imaginary
guinea pig and chicken.
www.heikescharrer.com; Instagram: @hikatika
Are you or a friend an author with a published book?
Tell the readers of Melbourn Magazine about how
and why you came to write your book, provide an
abridged extract, and some biographical details.
Contact Melbourn Magazine for full details email:
melbournmagazine@gmail.com Telephone: 261144.

melbournmagazine@gmail.com
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Walks

around Melbourn & beyond

A walk at Byron’s Pool and
Trumpington Meadows
nature reserves
This is a walk directly linked to the walk described and
advocated in an earlier Melbourn Magazine (Spring 2022
Issue 110) entitled Walking at Trumpington Meadows.
Trumpington Meadows nature reserve is a 58ha
reserve located on the south side of Cambridge. It has
been managed by the Wildlife Trust for Bedfordshire,
Cambridgeshire and Northamptonshire since 2015,
and is next door to the Local Nature Reserve of Byron’s
Pool. Both can easily be accessed from the Byron’s Pool
car park. This 1.25-mile walk takes you through the
woodlands and along the river.
Starting at the Byron’s Pool car park, walk south away
from the entrance of the car park and then turn right on
the path before you get to the black metal fence. This
will take you towards the river Cam. When you reach
Byron’s Pool in winter. Photo by Russ Waldron
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Trumpington Meadows nature reserves

the river’s edge turn left through a kissing gate. Continue
down this riverside path.
Byron’s Pool nature reserve is named after Lord Byron,
who is said to have bathed in the weir pool while he
was studying at Trinity College in Cambridge. This
small, popular reserve is managed by Cambridge City
Council and contains a mix of beech, ash, hazel, wych
elm, sycamore, horse chestnut and oak trees. If you
keep your eyes peeled, you might see birds such as the
tiny goldcrest, or a treecreeper climbing up the trunks
of trees. Along the river look out for a splash of blue as
a kingfisher zips past, and if you’re very lucky you may
see an otter.
Carry on down this riverside path until you reach the

weir and the fast moving waters of the fish pass. This
pass enables species of fish to travel up- or downstream
past the barrier of the weir. It was renovated in the
summer of 2022 – the Council introduced more gravel
and logs to improve conditions for fish such as brown
trout and eel.
Still walking on the riverside path you will eventually
get to a large metal platform. At this point you have
left Byron’s Pool and entered into Trumpington
Meadows nature reserve. This zigzag platform is a
piece of art that was commissioned by the original
landowners, Grosvenor, and once led to a beautiful
mosaic depicting a girl in an Anglo-Saxon bed burial,

viewpoint of the river Cam. Descend the stairs to the
left and you are in Plane Tree Meadow, named after the
large London Plane tree in the middle, with its beautiful
camouflage bark. In this meadow, and around the pond,
dogs must be on a lead for the protection of wildlife.
Walk past the tree before turning left and heading
back to the pond. It’s worth stopping to see what birds

Little egret. Photo by Paul Wyer

Mosaic by Drostle Arts in situ. Photo by Becky Green

made by Drostle Arts. The mosaic was inspired by
discoveries at the archaeological excavation of the site
where the Trumpington Meadows houses now stand.
Items from the excavation, including a beautiful gold
and garnet cross found on the girl in the bed burial, can
be seen at the Cambridge Museum of Archaeology &
Anthropology. Sadly the mosaic was destroyed in a fire.
If you are walking during winter, the next section of
the riverside path is likely to be very muddy, and may
even be flooded. The walk at this point turns left and
emerges onto the meadows. Turn right and continue
on the gravel path past Old Mill Field, a small remnant
of original grassland which supports some special
plants including adder’s tongue fern, pyramidal orchid,
meadowsweet and fleabane. Just a bit further on and
you will be standing on the old Bedford to Cambridge
train line (now a path) and should be able to see the
pond. Don’t go towards the pond yet – turn right
to walk the old train line path. At the end, there is a

are present – you might see little grebe, little egret or
tufted duck. Head left around the pond before turning
left again and walking back across the meadows in the
direction you originally came from, following the grass
path that cuts through the middle of the meadow
before running alongside the hedgerow on the left.
In the distance, you will see St. Mary and St. Michael
church, just behind the black Wildlife Trust building.
Continue along this path and you will eventually
reach the Byron’s Pool car park.
A note on accessibility
Many of the paths at Trumpington Meadows nature
reserve are flat, wide gravel paths, and therefore very
accessible. Some of the entrances to Byron’s Pool nature
reserve have kissing gates and the paths can get very
muddy in winter. If they are too muddy or even flooded,
there are higher parallel paths you can take. There is a
height barrier of 1.9m on the entrance to the car park.
www.wildlifebcn.org/nature-reserves/trumpingtonmeadows
Becky Green
melbournmagazine@gmail.com
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Churches
Together
United Reformed Church
Summer Barbecue
Sue and Alex hosted a Summer BBQ for the pastorate
at the manse on Saturday 13th August from 1.30pm.
The weather could not have been more different to the
previous year, when it was so cold we were wrapped up
in our winter woollies. This time we were in the middle
of a scorching hot drought, so even in the shade it
was too hot! Last time it was warmer inside the manse
whereas this time it was cooler and some of us were
grateful to escape the heat. There was a delicious array
of food which was thoroughly enjoyed by all and it was
good to catch up with other members in the pastorate.
Harvest
We celebrated Harvest Festival on Sunday 18th September
when Rev’d Chris Baker led our service. The church was
beautifully decorated with the emphasis on groceries in
support of Jimmy’s Night Shelter. Following the service
we enjoyed a soup lunch and were able to buy any fresh
flowers, fruit and vegetables with donations going to

Jimmy’s. The groceries and unsold items with blankets
and items made by the craft group were taken to Jimmy’s
together with our monetary donations totalling £235
which were gratefully received.
We were delighted to welcome the Primary School
on Friday 30th September for their Harvest Festival. They
brought items for the Food Bank.
Craft and Chat
Our group have made items for the Samaritan’s Purse
Shoebox Appeal and Poppies for Remembrance as well
as knitted blankets and hats for Jimmy’s Night Shelter.
The group meets in our church hall on a Thursday
afternoon from 2–4pm, new members are welcome.
Friday Coffee
We continue to have Friday Coffee Mornings on the first
Friday of the month from 10.30am, all are welcome.
melbournmagazine@gmail.com
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Christmas Events and Services
• Our Tastes of Christmas is on Saturday 3rd
December from 11am to 2pm. There will be a range
of festive food and refreshments, also a raffle with
food hampers as prizes.
• We will be holding a Nativity Festival from 1st–3rd
December and hope to have over 50 different
nativity sets on display. Melbourn Primary School
will be visiting and contributing a Nativity Scene.
• The Brownies Christingle is on Tuesday
6th December at 7pm led by our minister,
Rev’d Sue Fender.
• Our Watchnight service is on Saturday 24th
December at 11.30pm led by Rev’d Sue Fender.
• Christmas Morning service at 8.30am on 25th
December will be led by Rev’d Robert Van de Weyer.

Melbourn Baptist Church
Hello, Everybody; well the nights are ‘drawing in’
accompanied by that familiar chill of Autumn, in the
early mornings in particular. We are being blessed with
a rather beautiful season though: the trees have been
changing from their Summer greens for some time
now, while, at the same time, the Summer flowers seem
to be lasting longer in our gardens, or am I imagining
that? Perhaps they are actually glad of lower daytime
temperatures, albeit accompanied by sunshine, rather
than the extreme heat earlier this Summer!
Of course, as it has turned out those record
temperatures are not the only reason that Summer 2022
will be long remembered.
Last time, I was reflecting on the celebrations for
Queen Elizabeth’s historic Platinum Jubilee in early June;
a memorable few days full of those ‘proud to be British’
moments for us, whether of a Royalist persuasion or not!
I personally really enjoyed the wonderful opportunity
to witness the ‘Trooping the Colour’ event with many
others, in our Parish Hall behind All Saints’ Church. The
organisers created a lovely welcoming atmosphere with
food, tea and coffee – and of course, we ‘raised a glass’
to Her Majesty and sang the National Anthem. It felt the
next best thing to being amongst the crowd gathered
on the TV! Thank you to all who worked so hard for
that lovely morning.
I must say, despite her advancing age with its
attendant difficulties, not for one moment did I imagine
that I would be referring to the Queen in the past
tense so soon after the Jubilee – and yet now we
have a new King getting to grips with his position,
following, as has been said more than once, perhaps
the longest apprenticeship in our history! What an
example the Queen has been; a life of service, with all

that entails, a life of dedication to this Nation and the
Commonwealth, but also, of course, a life of faith in the
Lord, Jesus Christ – from whom she drew her strength;
a fact that did not go unremarked upon during the
many days of extensive media coverage in the wake of
her passing. I pray that King Charles will remember that
similar strength can be available to all….
In our Churches, we frequently refer to the need to
trust God through everything. We seem to have entered
a post-Covid period of real concerns and uncertainty, in
this country as well as in the world in general. Suddenly,
the need to have faith seems very pertinent indeed….
Here at MBC, a different sort of change has now
become real for us. At the end of September, a number
of us travelled to Gloucester to join in the service of
Induction for our – now – ex-Pastor, Stuart (Clarke)
into his new Church – Brunswick Baptist Church.
Along with his family, he is now getting down to life
and service in a City church – a very different situation
with many challenges. Meanwhile, as a Congregation
WE must get on with OUR calling here in Melbourn
and around! Eventually, we will reach out to see who the
Lord brings to our notice, intending that person to be
our new Pastor, but for now we navigate this new path...
but not ‘alone’.
Soon, we will be commemorating those who gave up
everything for us during, in particular, two World Wars,
… then Christmas, … then the New Year, with whatever
changes that may bring; we shall see.
In the meantime, please do feel welcome to join
us, whether on a Sunday morning, or at one of our
regular weekly activities displayed on our Notice Board
or detailed on our website – we have some special
occasions coming up, including a ‘Light Party’ for
children and their families – treats, but not tricks, as we
say – and of course, Christmas ones in due course!
Contact details are also on the website; we also have
a YouTube channel.
(Currently any particular enquiries should be
addressed to our Secretary, Mrs. Dawn Dixon).

All Saints’ Melbourn and
Holy Trinity Meldreth
I write this when we, as a nation, have been through
a time of coming together and mourning the passing
of the late Queen Elizabeth II. Both our churches were
open for prayer and reflection and books of condolences
were left out for people to leave a message. On the eve
of Her Majesty’s state funeral we held an evensong to
commemorate her long life of service and to pray for
the Royal Family and King Charles III. People also had
the opportunity to light candles in All Saints’ Melbourn
melbournmagazine@gmail.com
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and these are available at any time when the church is
open, which is usually in daylight hours.
Our thanks go to all who attended the Megson
concert and to Stu and Debbie for a lovely evening.
Thanks, too, to those who helped and supported at the
Autumn Fayre at All Saints’ and to those who attended
the Advent Christmas Tree Festival and Advent service
at Holy Trinity, Meldreth. These events are an important
part of our life within the community as well as raising
funds to try and help ensure our churches remain safe
and open for the wider use of the parishes.
After the Advent Tree Festival in Meldreth, keep your
eyes open to spot the angels which will be appearing in
windows in Meldreth during Advent.
On Sunday 4th December we will have a Christingle
Service at All Saints’ Church Melbourn. This is a short
friendly service which both children and adults will
enjoy. We hear a bit about the work of The Children’s
Society charity, and the retiring collection is given to
this charity. If you have not been before do come along
and help mark the season of Advent which leads us into
Christmas. The service starts at 15.30, when the darker
evenings allow the light of The Christingles to shine forth.
Sunday 18th December is when we have our Carol
Services. Holy Trinity Meldreth is at 16.00 and All Saints’
Melbourn is at 18.00. Look out too for Carol Singing
in the village with Churches Together in Melbourn
and Meldreth.

On Christmas Eve at 15.00 we have our Crib Service at
All Saints’, which portrays the events of the nativity with
actors and Noah the donkey. Donations from this service
are given to EACH (East Anglia’s Children’s Hospices) so
do come and support it.
Then at 23.00 we have our Midnight Eucharist in All
Saints’ Melbourn.
The first service of Christmas Day is a Said Eucharist
in All Saints’ Melbourn at 8.00 a.m. then at 10.00 a.m. we
have a Sung Eucharist at Holy Trinity Meldreth. Whatever
you do and wherever you are at Christmas, we wish you
a blessed time as we celebrate the birth of Jesus.

Of course our usual pattern of services will continue
after Christmas with the 9.45 a.m. Sunday Holy
Communion service alternating between Melbourn
and Meldreth, as does our monthly 8.00 a.m. service.
Sunday School usually meets at All Saints’ Melbourn on
the second Sunday of the month during the 9.45 a.m.
service. The Sundays@11 service is on the third Sunday
of the month in Melbourn and this is a shorter, less
formal service without Holy Communion. If you would
like to receive a copy of The Melde Magazine please
contact Diane Blundell on 01763 221415.
You can contact us with requests for prayers or other
enquiries as follows:
Revd. Dr Lizzie Murgatroyd Shipp 01763 220626
vicar.melbournmeldreth@gmail.com
Revd. Mary Price 01763 261569
maryprice9486@gmail.com
Pat Smith Licensed Lay Minister(Reader) 01763 262575

The Word of God
The Word of God
The angel of The Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream,
saying: “That which is conceived in Mary is of The Holy
Spirit. She shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call His
name Jesus, for He shall save His people from their sins.”
All this took place that it might be fulfilled which
was spoken by the prophet [Isaiah] saying “Behold, a
virgin shall bring forth a Son, and they shall name Him
Emmanuel, meaning God with us.”
Matthew Ch 1 vs 20-23
from David Burbridge
melbournmagazine@gmail.com
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Sports & Clubs
Bowls
Pat Leggett 220794
Bridge Club
Howard Waller 261693
1st Melbourn Rainbows
Mrs Stef Cooper 07922053801
Brownies – 1st Melbourn
Stephanie Clifford 220272
Meldreth Croquet
Janet Pope 248239
Dynamos Football Club
Les Morley 07739 593771
Guides – Ist Melbourn
Hilary Marsh 261443
Melbourn Football Club
Simon Gascoyne 07732 613555
Melbourn Judo Club
Iain Reid 241830
Melbourn Karate Club
Peter Khera 07866 374674
Melbourn Sports Centre
Graham Johnson-Mack 263313
Melbourn Squash
Jan Brynjolffssen 07730 406688

1st Melbourn Guides
Phew what a scorcher! The long hot summer
kindly held out for our summer camp:
a special week-long event at Hautbois in
North Norfolk, with Guides from across
Cambridgeshire. The adjacent river Bure
was a perfect place to enjoy kayaking and
paddleboarding, and bravery was tested
on the climbing, abseiling and zipwire. The
obstacle course and low ropes provided
team-building challenges, whilst yoga, belly
dancing and drumming sessions introduced
new experiences for many girls. There was a
wealth of unusual crafts to try out, such as
pyrography and glass etching, and some time to sketch, colour-in and relax
with pens and paint.
We also enjoyed traditional Guide camp activities such as pitching tents,
cooking on a wood fire, playing in the trees, singing, and on the last night the
girls slept out under the stars.
We started the autumn term with a full unit of 30 girls, including eleven
new starters from 3 Brownie packs. We have been working on the ‘Express
Myself’ Skills Builder badge: Innovate stage 3.

Melbourn and Meldreth
Women’s Group
Pat Smith 262575
Sue Toule 260955
Anne Harrison 261775
Photographic Club
Bruce Huett 232855
Ramblers
Dave Allard 242677
Royston and District
Round Table
Michael Seymour 221398
Swimming Club
Jenny Brackley 244593
Tennis (Melbourn)
Dave Liddiard 07508 995 781
Tennis (Meldreth)
Tracy Aggett 243376

melbournmagazine@gmail.com
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The girls have experimented with different materials
to make a zipwire for a teddy, using a variety of ropes,
washing lines and string, and finding different ways to
attach the teddy to the zipwire.

a leader, please contact me on: 01763 261443 or email:
melbournguides@gmail.co.uk. You can also look on the
girlguiding.org.uk website to find out more.
Hilary Marsh

Royston Ramblers

On another evening the patrols worked to make
a large collage to tell a story. Using tissue paper, pipe
cleaners, lolly sticks, felt and paint they created some
fabulous artwork. There was a tree through the four
seasons, a depiction of autumn, Christmas and Easter
celebrations, and a picture of the routes along between
Melbourn and Meldreth.

www.ramblers.org.uk/royston
Royston Ramblers was formed almost 40 years ago
and has been walking ever since. (One day, we hope to
make it back to the start.)
As you will see if you type our address (see above)
into the search engine of your choice, we are described
(by ourselves) as “A very nice group walking Tuesdays,
Thursdays and Sundays”. We are just one of hundreds
of Ramblers groups* providing walks for all ages and
abilities every week, all led by our experienced walk
leaders and many ending at a place of refreshment.
You’re most welcome to join us on any of our walks
to see if the Ramblers is for you. They are all listed
on our website (see above, again) together with the
leader’s name and contact details, starting point, length
of walk and sometimes, if the leader is inclined, a brief
description of the walk. Then, once you’ve enjoyed
the views, fun, exhilaration and good company, it’s just
a case of becoming a member. Once again, see the
website for details of how to do this.
The only requirements are that you are fit enough
and have the right footwear and clothing for the walk
you want to do. As Alfred Wainwright wrote in his
1973 book Coast to Coast, “There’s no such thing as bad
weather, only unsuitable clothing”.
To find out more, please contact us (royston.
ramblers@yahoo.com)
Vivienne Brown
Royston Rambler since 1998
Chairman/woman/person/thing since 2019
*probably the best rambling group in the world. Or the
country, at least. OK, maybe the county. Whatever

Melbourn Bowls Club

Cooking is a favourite Guide activity, and this term
we challenged the girls to make a vegetarian Korma
curry and rice, with apple crumble tarts for dessert.
After much chopping of vegetables, stirring of sauces,
and rolling of pastry, they produced some delicious
meals, and a lot of washing up!
Our Guide unit is full and has a waiting list, but if you
would like to know more about becoming a Guide or
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Melbourn Bowls Club is 100 years old this year, and
the Centenary was celebrated memorably by the long
awaited visit of the Chelsea Pensioner bowlers.
The spectacular arrival in their ‘scarlets’ was followed
by a lovely afternoon of bowls and hospitality greatly
enjoyed by all, with the free supply of ice creams by our
sponsor, Newlings of Royston, being very popular. The
highlight of the afternoon, however, was the surprise
fly-past by the Catalina flying boat aircraft from IWM
Duxford, arranged by one of our members. We now
look forward to the return visit to the Royal Hospital
next year.

The centenary celebrations were brought to a close
with a summer lunch for 40 members and partners at
the Heydon Grange Golf Club on the following Sunday,
and this too was a great success which we hope to
repeat near Christmas.
The last major event to be held in our bowls season
was the Open Triples, back again after the break for
Covid. It was contested by 18 local clubs, for cash prizes
donated by Trulight and Greenlow Kennels, and was
won by Comberton Bowls Club. Once again we were
blessed with good weather, and everybody had a great
day out and enjoyed our hospitality, thanks to our
sponsor Newlings.
The season concluded with the finals of the Club
Competitions and then the popular
Fish and Chip Pairs event and supper.
The competition winners were;
Gwyn Hardwicke
• Mens Singles
• Handicap Singles Arthur Andrews
• Novices Singles Andy Fuller
• Kernaghan Cup Lawrence Cunningham
Josie and Gordon Andrews
• Mixed Pairs
Gwyn Hardwicke and Phil Duke
• Drawn Pairs
• Fish & Chip Pairs Martin Leggett and
		
Lawrence Cunningham
Of our various league teams the Meldreth squad
had the most successful season, losing only twice,
and winning their section. In the final, however, they
lost a close game to Royston B.C. Our other teams
introduced many of our newcomers to match play,
with some showing great promise, so we can look
forward to next season with optimism when our top
team, despite reaching the semi-final of the Gilbert
Cup, will start in C&D Division 2.
The club has been fortunate in having a defibrillator
donated by STONEBOND,
the housebuilders recently using the nursery car
park. Our original intention was to site this within the
car park area for general use, but with little local interest
or funding this was not possible, so it is now in the
bowls clubhouse. We are currently in the process of
arranging training for club members in the use of the
equipment and CPR.
With the summer season now over we revert to
bowling indoors, with members going to the Riverain
rink at Hitchin or Short Mat in Royston, but the social
side of the club continues with our fortnightly whist
evenings in the clubhouse. New members are welcome
at any time, either as a full, playing, members or just
social, so if you are interested just phone me, Peter
Blayney on 01763 260538 for a chat.

Meldreth Croquet Club
As some readers know, Meldreth Croquet Club is
situated in the grounds of the very popular ‘British
Queen’ pub in Meldreth High Street. The one lawn
is very well used and has a very active membership.
Both disciplines of the game, Association & Golf,
are played, and play continues throughout the year,
weather permitting.
For the 7th successive year, the club entered the East
Anglian Croquet Federation golf croquet handicap
league. The league is divided into 4 regions: Northern,
Eastern, Western and Central. Meldreth were placed into
the Central Area and, after each team had played each
other, Meldreth were winners. They then proceeded
to the semi-final, which was played at Watford against
Stony Stratford Blues, who won the Western Area.
Once again, Meldreth were the winners.
The final was played on Sunday, 2nd October against
Unity (Sudbury) from the Eastern area, who had beaten
Newport Oaks from the Northern Area to get to the
final. It was a lovely, sunny, autumn day at Wrest Park.
Meldreth were again victorious coming out winners
11–3, there being no need to play the remaining 4
games. During the season, 6 members of the club
played in the completion and below is a picture of the
team after the presentation of the trophy.

If you are interested in finding out more about the
game and the club, visit our website: sites.google.com/
view/meldrethcroquetclub/home

Melbourn Football Club
Melbourn FC is a men’s football club with two teams
competing in the Cambridgeshire FA County League,
with home games played on The New Recreation
Ground at The Moor. The club offers affordable sport
within the village to players aged 16 and above, with
our aim to be competitive on the pitch and offer a
melbournmagazine@gmail.com
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friendly, sociable atmosphere off it. We hold a variety
of fund-raising and social events throughout the year,
with 20% of all profit donated to our chosen charities.
Thanks to our fund-raising efforts and generous
support from sponsors, we are in a healthy position
to be able to provide both excellent facilities and kit.
We also have the highest level of player insurance
cover against injury available from the county FA. Our
signing on fee, which covers all playing and warm up kit,
including club tracksuit top, is £45 per season. Match
fees are £6 per game, but under-18’s, the unemployed
and those in full time education are not charged.
New players and supporters are always welcome.
Please contact the General Secretary or one of the
team managers using the contact details provided later.
Footballing Matters
Following promotion, the First Team have made an
impressive start to their campaign in Senior B. At the
time of writing they are placed second, having played
one more fixture than the leaders, Hardwick. Their
record so far is played 9, won 7, drawn 1, lost 1. With a
total of 26 league fixtures to play, it is too early to judge
this progress, but as a club we are very pleased with
the efforts so far at this higher level. Particularly good
performances have come from Jake Long and Kalani
Corser, with 9 and 5 goals respectively.
The Reserve Team have had a more mixed start to
life in Division 3A. Currently placed 8th out of 14 teams,
with a record of played 5, won 2, drawn 1, lost 2. The
nature of reserve teams is to support the first team, and
this is certainly our club ethos with a few players ‘going
up’ to bolster the first team. It is still relatively early in
the season and as availability becomes more consistent,
we expect results to improve accordingly. There is yet
no reason to doubt that the Ressies can challenge
for honours.
In other news, our Reserve Team manager
Ben Hammond has decided to step down. Work
commitments in a new job made it difficult for him
to put in the time and effort he felt was required.
Fortunately, Ben is staying as involved as possible in
club life and will be supporting the new manager at
training and matches. We are pleased to announce that
Chay Wilson has returned to run the Reserve team. This
is good continuity for the club.
Lloyd White
Lloyd is our longest serving player in a continuous spell.
A one club man, he recently notched up his 150th
appearance for Melbourn. Although predominantly a
goalkeeper, Lloyd has played the odd game outfield
and has one goal to his name. Congratulations from all
at Melbourn FC.

Events
Coming up on Saturday November 19th is an evening
of comedy, with professional comedians featuring
Melbourn’s own Jamie Green. The event will be held
at Melbourn Village College, doors open at 7:30pm.
We will have a cheap licensed bar and expect a highly
entertaining evening. For anyone wishing to purchase
tickets please go to www.eventbrite.com and search for
‘melbourn fc’. As usual, 20% of profits from the evening
will be split between our club charities CPSL Mind and
Parkinsons UK.
Memory Lane
We have been representing the village for over 130
years, being able to date back as far as 1891. As
previously mentioned, games are played at The New
Recreation Ground, which has usually been the ‘Home’
ground since post WWII. We understand home fixtures
were once played in the grounds of The Bury. (One of
our older team photos on the MFC website was taken
at that location.) The Old Recreation Ground, (site of
the annual Fair and Air Cadet hut), was also used for
some games up until the 80’s. There was also a brief
period where games were held at the Eternit pitches in
Meldreth. We are extremely interested to learn of any
other any venues that may have been used. If you can
elaborate on any of the above or provide photos or
memorabilia from the past for our web site and social
media, with the names of those involved, we would be
very thankful. Stories from those days would also be
gratefully received.
Please contact the General Secretary for any
submissions.
Sponsors
The club would like to extend our thanks to the following
local businesses who support us with sponsorship:
• Conqueror Industries
• Shire Trees Limited
• TJ Plastering Contractors
• PJ Deards Plumbing and Heating
• MJF Construction & Maintenance
If you are interested in sponsoring the club in any way,
please contact the Chairman using the details below.
We would also like to thank Steve and Kerry
Harrington & team at the Black Horse for their
continued hospitality.
Contacts
Chair: Simon Gascoyne, 07732 613555.
General Secretary: Ashley Cooper, 07845 766945.
All email correspondence to melbournfc@outlook.com
Facebook: Facebook.com/MelbournFC
Website: www.melbournfc.com
melbournmagazine@gmail.com
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Christmas at...

Christmas Shop now open
Order your turkey by Sunday 4th December
for your chance to win a £100 Hamper

A Taste of Christmas
Thursday 8th December

Fun for Children
at Bury Lane
BURY LANE FUN BARN
- Fabulous soft play fun for ages 0-10 years
- Farm themed wavy slides, balance beams, role play
and more
- Dedicated under 5s area, sensory room and
four party rooms
- In house cafe
THE BEACH @ BURY LANE
- Outdoor adventure playzone
- Seasonal opening, for ages 0-10 years

Christmas Lunch in our Cafe
on selected dates

Fresh Christmas Trees
from late November

Late night shopping in December
on selected dates

See our website and social media for further details
www.burylanefarmshop.co.uk
A10 By Pass, Melbourn, Royston, Herts, SG8 6DF
FOOD HALL • DELICATESSEN • BUTCHERS • FISHMONGERS • CAFÉ • GIFT HALL • GARDEN SHOP • FUN BARN
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Loyalty
card
rewards
for regular
visits

A10 Melbourn By-Pass, Melbourn, Royston, Herts SG8 6DF
Tel: 01763 260418 www.burylanefunbarn.co.uk
f
Check website for opening hours and current Ts&Cs

Melbourn Sports Centre
For those of you who don’t already know, we have:
• A state of the art fitness suite offering a variety of
membership schemes
• A 20 metre swimming pool (kept ever so slightly
warmer than most!)
• A comprehensive swimming lesson programme,
catering for all ages and abilities
• Upgraded multisports courts for hire, including
tennis, football and squash courts
• Water sports courses and activities
• Traditional and modern exercise classes
• Access to Melbourn Village College sports hall
and gymnasium for activities such as trampolining,
badminton and basketball
• Supervised sports and pool parties
Autumn Review
There’s been a lot going on this term at the Sports
Centre, to keep the community fit and ready during
the Autumn weather. Aside from our normal classes,
courses, swimming and fitness suite activities, we also
had a bumper bag of Half Term activities. Our OFSTED
registered PlayScheme had a Hallowe’en theme, and
the children were treated to trampolining, swimming
and creative crafts. Other holiday activities included
a Swimming Crash Course, as well as teaming up with
Football Fun Factory, who ran another Soccer Camp at
half term too!
Thanks to TTP Group PLC’s generous donation, we
have been able to upgrade our wet-side changing room
lockers, which now take the new £1.00 coins.
Finally, it is with sadness that we wave goodbye to
our colleagues Alex Robertshaw and Emily Jelley. It’s
sad to see them go and we wish them all the best for
the future. However, we welcome Natasha Sterecki and
Tyana Down to our team, who have both settled in well
and look forward to working with you to keep you fit
and safe!
We hope to see you all this Winter for plenty of
sports activities and challenges to keep you fit and well,
and thank you once again for your continued support
during this difficult time.
December, January, February, March
– A winter wonderland at MSC!
We have loads on offer this month, with something for

the whole community to get involved with…. So why
not come along and find out more about your local
sports centre!
Come in out of the cold
We’re not going to let those long winter nights stop
us from enjoying our exercise! As well as our indoor
facilities like the swimming pool, squash courts and
sports hall, we have loads of swimming classes to keep
you fit and healthy including adult lanes, female only
sessions, Young At Heart swim and AquaFit. We also
offer table tennis alongside our normal indoor racket
sports. And they’re all reasonably priced, so the one
thing that will stay plump is your purse!
Party time!
Looking to book a birthday or Christmas party? How
about bouncing those cares away with a trampolining
party, or what about a football party instead? All
sessions run by a fully qualified coach. We also offer our
traditional pool parties, which are always a great hit! To
help save the mess at home, we also have the adjacent
Community Centre available for bookings, which is an
ideal room for you to have tea and cake/sandwiches
after the party.
Activities for children
With Christmas fast approaching, it’s an ideal time to
book your young ones onto our Ofsted Christmas
PlayScheme. We will also be taking bookings from
January 2023 for our February half term activities
which will include our swimming crash course and our
popular Ofsted PlayScheme.
The perfect present!!
With Christmas just round the corner, keep your eye
out for our gift promotion – a fun and fit idea if you’re
looking for something different to buy a loved one or
friend (or treat yourself!) or why not take advantage of
one of our great membership schemes to our fitness
suite, an ideal present for a loved one!
Spring time
It’s a universally accepted fact – Mums are great! So this
Mother’s Day, how about treating her to her own gym
membership or purchasing a gift voucher for our other
activities here at Melbourn Sports? Make this Mother’s
Day one she’ll never forget!
For further details on parties, gift memberships or
any of our activities, please drop in, call 01763 263313
or go online at www.mc-sport.co.uk. We look forward
to seeing you this season!
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We are grateful to TTP
for their continued
sponsorship

Adertising rates
Melbourn magazine is non-proﬁt and all work
on the magazine including design and layout
are produced by volunteers. The Magazine is
published four times a year in the ﬁrst week
of March, June, September and December.
We print 2350 copies which are delivered free
to every house and business in the village.
Advertising revenue is used for printing
costs only.
Adverts should be supplied as ﬁnished artwork
and must be at the sizes shown below. Please send
artwork to melbournmagazine@gmail.com. The
current rates for advertising in the Magazine
are as follows:
Size per…

Advertisers

Page

All Eyes / Spectacle Makers – 01954 231545

58

Amber Health – 01462 490141

50

angliEAR / Hearing services – 01223 661399

64

B.C.R / Plumbing & Heating – 01763 260007

52

BEY FIT / Fitness Classes – 07711006480

40

Bright Signs / Vehicle and Window Graphics – 01223 835714

40

Bumpkins Day Nursery – 01223 208777

24

Bury Lane Farm Shop – 01763 260418

60

Bury Lane Fun Barn – 01763 260418

60

Cam Valley Orchards – 01763 262906

34

Chris Thomas / Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning – 01223 836002

48

CHS / Local Community Services – 01763 260564

34

CSL Cheap Storage Ltd – 01763 262344

48

ESSE – 01763 261000

48

Fender Piano Services / Piano Tuning & Repairs – 0800 233 5440

14

Greenlow Kennels – 01763 260624

2

GYC Photography family photographer – 07786 707869

44

Harriet Kelsall / Bespoke Jewellery – 01223 461333

20

Jeremy Ashworth / Property Maintenance – 07815 093166

35

Jeremy Rule / Funeral Service – 01763 242560

41

Langham Press – 01223 870266

4

Width x Height

B/W

Colour

1/4 inside page (79 × 128 mm)

£132

£205

Law Storage Ltd – 01223 874629

52

1/2 inside page (163 × 128 mm)

£225

£313

Leech & Sons / Master Butchers – 01763 260255

60

Advertising rates are per year (four issues)
For further information on advertising see committee list.
Remittance or cheques should be made to Melbourn Magazine.

The Melbourn magazine team would
like to thank all our advertisers
for their support and sponsorship

Lawn Partners / Bespoke lawncare – 01763 244955

Little Hands Nursery School – 01763 260964

62

Melbourn Auto Services / MOT’s Servicing & Repairs – 01763 321088

64

Melbourn Flooring & Interiors – 01763 262413

30

Melbourn Garage – 01763 263344

30

Melbourn Ironing Service – 01763 220996

52

Nancy Foster Footcare – 01763 261250

28

New Dawn Curtains & Blinds – 01763 243894

62

Newlings of Royston / Funeral Services – 01763 242375

50

Norburys / Building & Landscape Supplies – 01763 261740

52

Paul Hutley / Carpenter – 07702905915

18

Phillimore Garden Centre – 01763 260537

Editorial

Ann Dekkers

Editorial, production,
design and layout

Peter Simmonett
220363
melbournmagazine@gmail.com

Advertising
Parish Proﬁle
Proof reading

261144

David Sansom
261107
davidthemelbournmagazine@idnet.com
Mavis Howard
260686
Ann Dekkers

261144

Christine Orchard

221033

Jane Stevens
Printer

Langham Press

01223 870266

2

2

PL Cooper / Flooring Specialists – 01763 260918

16

Prince Property / Property Improvements – 01763 269565

34

Richard Arnott – Garden Designer – 01763 263231

58

Rothwell’s Carpet Cleaning – 01223 832928

41

Royston Complementary Health – 01763 247440

54

Sage / Blinds & Interiors – 01763 263399
Shire Trees – Profeesional Arborists – 01763 220880
Simon Robinson / Bespoke Picture Framers – 01223 873123

4
4
16

Southwell Court Residential Home – 01763 750006

24

Sparkys Domestic Electricians – 01763 268507

62

Summit / Landscape Gardeners – 01223 929394

28

Taylor & Co /Chartered Accountants – 01763 248545

58

The Happy Florist – 01763 793277

34

The Letting Centre – 01763 263039

12

The Spice Hut / Indian Takeaway – 01763 262425

14

Trademark Kitchens / Design & Fitting – 01763 245000

54

TTP – 01763 262626

44

Wrights Mower Centre / Garden Machinery – 01763 263393

18
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MELBOURN AUTO
SERVICES
UNIT 2 SAXON WAY, MELBOURN

** CLASS 4 & 7 MOT’S **
** SERVICING & REPAIRS **
** DIAGNOSTICS **
** TYRES **
** WHEEL ALIGNMENT **
** AIR CONDITIONING SERVICING INC NEW GAS **
ESTABLISHED IN MAY OF 2021 WE HAVE QUICKLY GAINED RECOGNITION FROM THE COMMUNITY FOR OUR HIGH STANDARDS OF
WORKMANSHIP AND ATTENTION TO DETAIL, BOOK YOUR VEHICLE IN WITH US TODAY TO SEE WHAT ALL THE FUSS IS ABOUT.

01763 321088
UNIT 2 SAXON WAY MELBOURN WWW.MELBOURNAUTOSERVICES.CO.UK TEL: 01763 321088
enquiries@melbournautoservices.co.uk
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